Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL  Document 240-7  Filed 03/27/26 Page 1 of 157
Page ID #:21630

STATE OF CALI FORNI A

SENATE STANDI NG COWM TTEE ON
ELECTI ONS AND CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENTS

AUGUST 19, 2025

TRANSCRI BED BY: MARY ANN SCANLAN, CSR




Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL Document 240-7  Filed 03/27/26  Page 2 of 157

© 00 N oo o A~ wWw DN P

N DN N N NMNMDN P P P P P P P PP PP
a A~ W N BB O © 00 N O 0o~ W N - O

Page ID #:21631

CHAI R CERVANTES: (Good norni ng, everyone.
It's a pleasure to wel cone you all here today.

| am Senator Sabrina Cervantes, proud to
serve as Chair of the Senate Elections Commttee
on Constitutional Amendnents.

| want to begin by recognizing that we
have many new faces in the roomtoday, and that
this hearing be one of the nost w dely
broadcasted hearings in this Commttee in
decades. The eyes of the nation are on
California, and rightfully so.

W are in a defining nonent, a tine of
choosing. |If California does not push back
agai nst President Trunp's attack to rig our
el ections through partisan gerrymandering in
states |i ke Texas, we risk losing one of the nost
fundanental pillars of our system the right of
every comunity to fair representation.

Unl i ke Governor Abbott, California wll
not bend the knee to authoritarian demands. W
will not allowred states to strip seats in
Congress, and we wll not stand silent while the
communities we represent are robbed of their
Voi ces.

Let ne be clear. California is not acting
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unilaterally. This legislative package is a
response, a safeqguard, only if Texas and ot her
states nove first to redraw their maps for
parti sanshi p gain.

Now, | know sone will raise the question
of whet her these maps shoul d be drawn now or
| ater. That debate has been at the center of
di scussion for the past nonth. Here's the
reality.

There is only one responsible way to do
redistricting in this nonent and that is to be
fully transparent with the people of California.
Unli ke other states, we have put these nmaps on
public display for everyone to see nonths before
t he el ection.

Voters wll have the chance to review them
and ultimtely decide at the ballot box whether
t hey shoul d be used as Texas and ot her states
follow the President's demands for nore seats.
This is the nost transparent process in the
nati on.

Drawi ng maps |later, after the election,
would nean little to no transparency and no
direct voter approval. Let ne be clear. Draw ng

maps | ater sinply does not work with the el ection
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cal endar. Anyone suggesting otherw se either
hasn't | ooked at the deadlines or isn't being
honest .

Do we really want to delay the June
primaries to Septenber? Do we really want voters
not know ng their candi date options?

Qur responsibility is to ensure that
California stands as a firewall against the abuse
of power. At the end of the day, our system of
governnment is only as strong as our w llingness
to defend it, and today that defense depends on
us.

Wth that, I want to thank everyone for
attending today's hearing. W wll now begin
with the first file item ACA 8.

Senat or Cabal don, pl ease approach. Begin
when you are ready.

SENATOR CABALDON: Madam Chair, thank you
so nmuch, and to Menbers of the Conmmttee and
menbers of the pubic. And I know, Madam Chair,
you' ve reported that nore than 13, 000
Cal i fornians have already weighed in on this
I ssue. And very nuch appreciate the opportunity
to present one of the pieces of the legislation

that are necessary for the public to have the
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ability to chart their own course for California
and vote on the naps.

|''m here today to present on behal f of
Speaker Rivas Assenbly Constitutional Amendnent
Nunber 8, which, if enacted by the Legislature,
will go directly to a vote of the people on the
Novenber el ection.

ACA 8 is intended to nake possible the
public vote that the Chair just described, to
make it possible for the first tinme in California
history for California voters to draw their own
maps at the ballot box. Not just the first in
the country, but the first in California as well.

Redi stricting has a long history in the
California Constitution. Since the 1920s there
have been bal |l ot neasures pl aced before the
people of California to create independent
conm ssions, to have redistricting done by
judges. And over and over and over and over and
over again fromthe '20s until the 2000s the
voters have overwhelmngly rejected them

It was in 2008, after rejecting
I ndependent conmm ssions in 2005, 1989, 1984,
1994, repeatedly by two-to-one margins that the

voters finally by the slightest margin that you
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can imagine -- | was one of them who voted yes on
the constitutional anmendnent in 19 -- in 2008

t hat passed with 50.8 percent of the vote, the
narrowest of margins in order to anend our
Constitution to create the |Independent

Redi stricting Conm ssion.

That Commi ssion in the Constitution is
charged with renove -- with protecting
communities of interest fundanentally, wth
hearing fromthe public during the process of
redistricting, and incorporating their own views,
not just big political views, but their own views
about what their districts should be.

So when a community |ike Rancho Cordova,
just down the highway, where does Rancho Cordova
belong in a district? Wen we talk about these
districts, they are not just about big partisan
| ssues. They are about which conmunities are
able to work together to elect representatives
that see them that represent them That's what
t he Comm ssion was set up to do.

And so today we're asking through ACA 8
for the opportunity for the voters to enact the
maps that are in separate |egislation, but that

are referenced directly in this constitutional
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amendnent and, therefore, the ballot neasure that
woul d enact the -- the maps that the people --
that the Conm ssion itself would have enacted if
it had been given the charge by the Peopl e of
California to do what the Chair just said.

That is, if California voters cane to the
polls in Novenber, or today, and said, we want
maps that will fight back agai nst Texas's efforts
to rig the 2006 congressional election, to fight
back against the efforts to undo the deep
unpopul arity that has been caused not just by
HR 1 and the elimnation of healthcare for
mllions of Californians, for the tax on our
public universities, but also the unbridled
enf orcenent actions and di sappearances and
ki dnappi ngs on our streets fromICE, the voters
not just of California but of Anerica are sick
and tired of it and they want change.

That's what denocracy is about. You can
ei ther change your policies, you can defend your
policies. But one option that is not before us
In a denocracy is that you can change your
voters. That you can change the rules.

And so fighting back is absolutely

essential, and Californians want to fight. They
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recogni ze that, as the largest state in the

uni on, as the largest econony in the country,
that we're obligated to stand up and protect our
denocr acy.

And that's what this ACA would allow us to
do, and it does that by putting the maps directly
before the voters, and it does that by giving the
voters the transparent option over these next
several nonths to evaluate themand to vote. It
al so protects the | ndependent Comm ssion.

And that process wll return just as it is
in the Constitution today. Nothing changes. The
Constitution sinply provides today that every ten
years after the census, the Comm ssion is
convened and it draws our district lines for the
Congress based on its testinony fromthousands
and thousands and thousands of Californians.
Based on its own research. Based on letters that
are received fromevery big city and small town
and haml et across the state. And they wll
continue to do that after the next census when we
draw the new | i nes.

But | want to enphasize also that the
| ines that woul d be enacted by the voters under

ACA 8 are the lines that the Conmm ssion woul d
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have drawn if it could. How can we say that?
How do we know that ?

Well, the map drawi ng which was done with
our partners in the congressional del egation was
done by reviewing the testinony, the files, the
|l etters, the deliberations by the Conm ssion just
a couple of years ago that were heard from | know
voters in ny district, even in ny own city, who
urged the Conm ssion to put West Sacranmento in
one place or another, or voters in Wnters who
testified, please don't put us with Davis, or
pl ease do put us with Davis.

That all of that testinony on the ground
from Californians about what it neant to themin
redi stricting has been incorporated and heard in
this process.

That this constitutional amendnment wl|
all ow voters to enact maps that divide fewer
communities, that protecting the Voting R ghts
Act. That's the essential. That's what the
Constitution calls for. This is the nost
constitutional redistricting -- constitutionally
oriented redistricting that we've ever done in
California and it is absolutely necessary.

W Wil return to the Conmm ssion after
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that. The constitutional anendnent here today
bef ore you guarantees that.

And finally, | want to enphasize that the
constitutional amendnent assures that this is the
right nmove or the right nonent. It is triggered
only if, only if another state at the behest of
the White House decides to try to cheat and rig
t he el ection.

Texas is front and center. A couple of
other states are looking at it as well. W have
to be the last |line of defense for our denobcracy
in California. |If those states stand down, then
so wll California.

We didn't ask for this fight. They
brought this fight to us. And California cannot
stand down if other states are attenpting to
cheat and rig the election in 2006 to maintain
Republ i can control of Congress.

So |''m happy to answer any questions at
the appropriate tine.

Madam Chair, we have two w tnesses here
wth us. First is Jodi H cks from Pl anned
Par ent hood, and the second is Sara Sedwhani .

CHAI R CERVANTES: Thank you.

If the two support w tnesses could
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1 | approach. You each have three m nutes. Begin

2 | when you are ready.

3 M5. H CKS: Thank you, Madam Chair and

4 | Menbers. | am Jodi Hi cks, the CEO and Presi dent
5 | of Pl anned Parenthood Affiliates of California,
6 | representing seven affiliates and over 100 health
7 | centers throughout the state.

8 And |'m here today in support, strong

9 | support, of ACA 8 and California's response to
10 | President Trunp, to Texas Republicans and their
11 | plan to gane the 2026 mdterm el ecti ons and hold
12 | onto their party's power in Congress.

13 And why is Planned Parenthood in such

14 | strong support? | just want to remnd this

15 | Legislature, all of you here today, all of the
16 | strong work that you have done to expand

17 | reproductive healthcare and access to that care
18 | here in California, to really strengthen any

19 | policies that have been done since Roe was
20 | overturned, and 67 percent, 67 percent of
21 | Californians voted to enshrine reproductive
22 | freedominto the California Constitution and
23 | ensure that here in California we have access to
24 | reproducti ve heal t hcare.
25 Despite that, this Congress in that bil
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1 |they love to call beautiful defunded Pl anned

2 | Parenthood here in California in their attenpt to
3 | take away access to reproductive healthcare, in

4 | their attenpt to shut down our footprint over a

5 | hundred health centers here in the state of

6 | California, despite the fact that one in four

7 | wonen rely on that care here in the state of

8 | California.

9 And what they know is that -- Congress

10 | Menbers know is that it is deeply unpopular to

11 | attack and underm ne reproductive freedom And
12 | when organi zations |i ke Planned Parenthood begin
13 | talking to Californians, educating themon the

14 | i npact of what just happened, they know, those

15 | menbers know that they wll be held account abl e.
16 So to put it sinply, the President and

17 | Republicans, they recognize that their majority
18 | in Congress hangs in the balance. And their best
19 | chance to nmaintain power is torig this election
20 | before the voters even have a chance to voice
21 | their reaction.
22 ACA 8 is a proactive and principled
23 | response to underm ne efforts that are happening
24 | across this country. The bill asks California
25 | voters to approve a policy that will push back on
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this unprecedented power grab, and nake it clear
that we will only nove forward with these efforts
tenporarily in response to another state's action
first.

Pl anned Parenthood's mssion is to fight
and protect and expand access to sexual and
reproductive healthcare. And if we don't fight
back, federal attacks on reproductive healthcare
will only get worse. They'll continue to
escal ate and a nati onw de abortion ban is a
possibility.

As a country's | eading reproductive
freedom state, California has no choice --

CHAI R CERVANTES: Ten seconds to cl ose.

M5. HICKS: -- but to pursue every
opportunity to push back on this. It is the
right thing to do, and | ask for your aye vote.
Thank you.

CHAIR CERVANTES: Al right. Thank you.

M5. SEDWHANI :  Thank you, Madam Chair and
Menbers of the Commttee.

Good norning. M/ nane is Sara Sedhwani .
I'"'ma political science professor and a
Comm ssioner on the California Ctizens

Redi stricting Conm ssion.
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1 In addition to these roles, | serve a few
2 |other roles. | serve as a Denocracy Fell ow at

3 | the Harvard Kennedy School's Ash Center for

4 | Denocratic Governance and | nnovati on.

5 In Los Angeles, |'ve provided guidance to
6 | the LA Cty Council on the devel opnent of an

7 | I ndependent Redistricting Conm ssion for the

8 | City, which passed overwhelmngly in 2024 at the
9 | ball ot box.

10 And | al so serve as an appoi ntee of

11 | Supervi sor Lindsey Horvath for the inplenentation
12 | of Measure G in Los Angeles County, which seeks
13 | to overhaul, the first overhaul in a century, of
14 | LA County's governance structure.

15 The through line of all of these hats that
16 | | wear is good governance and strengtheni ng our
17 | denocratic institutions.

18 It's an honor for ne to be here today.

19 | I"'mglad it's happeni ng today, because next week
20 | I would be back in the classroomstarting off the
21 | senester, where | wll be teaching |Introduction
22 | to Anmerican Politics.

23 Lecture one of Intro to Anerican Politics
24 | for incom ng undergraduate students is, what is
25 | denocracy? One of the basic principles of

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 14
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1 | denocracy, as I'msure you all are aware, is that
2 |the -- is of popular sovereignty, and that is of
3| free and fair elections. That citizens nust be

4 | able to choose their representatives in a process
5 |that is transparent, inpartial and equitable.

6 Yet, this principle, the very foundation
7 | of our denocracy for our nation, has been

8 | repeatedly dimnished by the actions of our

9 | President.

10 In 2020 he called the Georgia Secretary of
11 | State, Brad Raffensperger, asking himto find him
12 | 12,000 votes. Raffensperger, a nenber of the

13 | Republican party, said no. He acted swiftly and
14 | decisively and stood up for free and fair

15 | el ections for our nation.

16 The President also publicly attacked

17 | Phil adel phia El ections Conm ssioner A Schm dt,
18 | leading to threats against Schm dt and his

19 | famly, who had to go into hiding. Schmdt, also
20 | a Republican, refuted the President's clains of
21 | election fraud. He, too, stood up for free and
22 | fair elections in our nation.
23 Qur founding fathers put into place a
24 | Federalist systemas a check on national power.
25 | And in 2020, that Federalist systemheld up with

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 15
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1 | proud Anericans, |ike Raffensperger and Schm dt,
2 | who stood up for denocracy and defended free and
3 | fair elections.

4 Uphol di ng the basic principles of

5 | denocracy is a responsibility that Denobcrats and
6 | Republicans ali ke share. W can di sagree on any
7 | given policy, and | think that's where I'm-- ny
8 | perspective here is sonewhat different fromthe

9 | prior speakers.

10 We take turns being hunbled at the ball ot
11 | box. That's a part of our denobcratic system

12 | But the rules of the gane, the core

13 | constitutional principles should not be in

14 | di spute.

15 Fast forwarding to today, President Trunp
16 | has now cal | ed upon Texas CGovernor G eg Abbott to
17 | bend the rules of the gane yet again in his favor
18 | and to find himfive seats in Congress so that

19 | hi s agenda can be rubberstanped by the House of
20 | Representati ves.
21 But unli ke Raffensperger and Schm dt, who
22 | stood up to the overreach of power, of executive
23 | power, CGovernor Abbott has gotten on his knees.
24 CHAI R CERVANTES: Ten seconds.
25 M5. SEDWHANI : These are extrene attacks

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 16
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1 | on our core denocratic principles and these

2 | attacks nmust be net with decisive action.

3 It brings nme no joy to see the maps that
4 | we passed fairly by the Conm ssion to be tossed
5| aside for this new set of maps. The Conm ssi on
6 | is an excellent process. |'mhappy to talk nore
7 | about in QA

8 But | do believe this is a necessary step
9 |in a nuch bigger battle to shore up free and fair
10 | el ections in our nation.

11 Thank you so nuch.

12 CHAI R CERVANTES: If we can now bring up
13 | the | ead opposition witnesses. |If you could

14 | approach.

15 Good norning. Please begin when you are
16 | ready. You each have three m nutes.

17 M5. ARCHBOLD ROBI NSON:  Chair Cervantes
18 | and Menmbers, |I'm Conni e Archbol d Robi nson,

19 | i ndependent from Cceansi de, speaking al so on
20 | behalf of nmy fellow rotating chairs of the First
21 | Gtizens Redistricting Comm ssion, Denocrats
22 | Jeanne Raya of San Gabriel, Denocrat Cynthia Dye
23 | of San Franci sco, Republicans Jody Fol ki ns Weber
24 | of Riverside, and Peter Yao of C arenont.
25 Comm ssioners are chosen to be inpartial,
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to reflect the state's denographics, and to apply
constitutional criteria to ensure fair el ectoral
districts. W also cannot run for office in the
districts that we draw.

As you may renenber, Californians voted
three tines agai nst gerrymandering, placing
| ndependent redistricting in our Constitution.
Last week's Citrin Center poll confirnms that
Californians still support the CRC two to one.

YouCGov's national poll shows, furthernore,
that three-quarters of Anericans think
gerrymandering is unfair. Over two-thirds think
it should be outright illegal.

The current CRC, which we fully support,
consi dered over 35,000 public comments as they
created and finalized their maps, and they nade
many difficult tradeoffs, as we did, to protect
communi ti es.

This new map was devel oped by | egislators
and their consultants behind closed doors. The
CRC was prohibited fromconsidering partisan
Interests. This map had only that goal, save
seat s.

Al'l the CRC draft maps were posted for 14

days to allow for thoughtful public input. These
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1 | maps, as you know, just cane out. And yet, here
2 | we are voting.

3 Wiy are you not hearing from nore good

4 | governance organi zations in this process today?

5 | Because it takes tine to inform nenbers to engage
6 | in debate and di al ogue and to form coherent

7 | positions.

8 This legislation is being touted as the

9 |only way to resist authoritarianism This is a
10 | fal se choi ce.

11 Thanks to the CRC, California has sone of
12 | the country's nost conpetitive districts. Tw ce
13 | as many of our current districts are up for grabs
14 | as this new partisan gerrynmander would result in.
15 | It neans devel opi ng candi dates and pl atfornms that
16 | speak to what voters care about and getting them
17 | to the polls. That's what we believe denocracy
18 | | ooks |i ke, voters choosing their representatives
19 | and not the other way around.

20 At a mninmum if this noves forward, we
21 | woul d strongly urge you to rel ease the data and
22 | rationale for these lines, as all of the CRCs

23 | have nodel ed. And better yet, you could do

24 | mdcycle redistricting in the California way.

25 | I nstead of spending over $200 mllion on a

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 19
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1 | special election, you could invest a fraction of
2 | that in the CRC and have them engage the public,
3 | create updated districts and pass them --

4 CHAI R CERVANTES: Ten seconds.

5 M5. ARCHBOLD ROBINSON: -- with a

6 | cross-partisan super nmajority vote.

7 We urge you to serve your constituents by
8 | def endi ng our independent process and rejecting

9 | this partisan gerrymandering. Thank you.

10 M5. RAYA: (I naudible) and Menbers of the
11 | Commttee. M nane is Jeanne Raya. | ama

12 | resident of San Gabriel, which is in Los Angel es
13 | county. And | was privileged to serve on the

14 | first |Independent Conm ssion in 2010. That

15 | Comm ssi on was i ndependent, was conposed of a

16 | diverse array of citizens of California, and was
17 | an initiative brought to the ballot by good

18 | gover nnent advocacy groups who put voters first.
19 The approval of that Conm ssion ended the
20 | backroom political gerrymandering that had

21 | characterized redistricting for decades. W drew
22 | new maps with full transparency, giving citizens
23 | access to the process through well over a hundred
24 | public neetings and the neans to submt witten
25 | comment s.
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Voters had the opportunity to describe
their communities, their environnent, their
I nfrastructure and their econony so they could be
placed in a district that would give thema fair
chance of electing an accountable representative.

What were sonme of the results? In
particular, the percentage of wonen in the
Legi sl ature doubl ed. AAPI representation
tripled. Black representation nearly doubl ed.
Lati nos advant aged by ei ght percent.

The California Conm ssion set a gold
standard such that the Harvard Kennedy School of
Governnent awarded us a grant to travel to other
states that were severely gerrynmandered where
citizens were, |ike the people of California,
trying to create i ndependent conmm ssions and

repair their denocracy.

If only Texas could learn from California.

Their current attenpt to rig the 2026 election in
favor of Republicans represents the base
self-interest of officials who are so fearful of
| osing their power, all they can think to do is
cheat .

Their determ nation to stack the

congressional deck in their favor has pronpted
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1 | our Governor to threaten this retaliatory

2 | mdcycle redistricting in an effort to elect nore
3 | Denocrats, but by sidelining the | ndependent

4 | Comm ssion and hol ding a special election just

5 | this once.

6 |'"'ma registered Denocrat. | have al ways
7 | been a Denocrat. And | would cel ebrate replacing
8 | any congressional nenber who has forgotten his or
9 | her oath to serve their constituents and protect
10 | the Constitution.

11 But this can't be at the expense of the
12 | California Constitution, nor the California

13 | voters who mandated fair, nonpartisan

14 | redistricting.

15 Does the threat by Texas Republicans call
16 | for a retaliatory strike? W wtness daily the
17 | chaos and m strust created by revenge politics in
18 | Washington. That is not a nodel for the

19 | responsi bl e governnent Californians deserve.
20 | It's not a nodel for spending mllions of dollars
21 | on a ganble the different congressional districts
22 | Wl produce the sought-after change.
23 Does the Legislature want to risk | osing
24 | i ncunbents in nore conpetitive districts or --
25 CHAI R CERVANTES: Ten seconds.
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1 M5. RAYA: -- or fail to elect the nmagic

2 | nunber needed to wn this electoral war?

3 The maps presented and offered to voters

4 | are like a nenu that only has steak, but you

5| prefer fish. That's not a choi ce.

6 Pl ease reconsi der and consi der the

7 | comrents of my colleague in ways that this m ght

8 | be done at least to protect the independent,

9 | transparent process that voters approved in 2008.
10 | Thank you. And |I'm happy to remain for questions
11 |if --

12 CHAI R CERVANTES: Yes, that woul d be

13 | wonderful if you all could remain for questions.
14 We would now | i ke to nove forward with
15 | public testinony, public comment. |If you are in
16 | support, please cone into the hearing room

17 | State your nane, affiliation and position only.
18 M5. SADHWANI : Go ahead and start bringing
19 | in support.

20 M5. FLOCKS: Madam Chair, Menbers, Sara
21 | Flocks, the California Federation of Labor

22 | Unions, in strong support of both of the bills.
23 M5. HI NES- SHAI KH:  Honorabl e Chair and
24 | Menbers, Any Hi nes-Shai kh wi t h UDW AFSCME

25 | Local 3930, and Unite Here Local 11, in strong

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 23
415.834.1114



Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL

© 00 N oo o A~ wWw DN P

N DN N N NMNMDN P P P P P P P PP PP
a A~ W N BB O © 00 N O 0o~ W N - O

Page ID #:21653

Document 240-7  Filed 03/27/26  Page 24 of 157

support of both bills.

Thank you.

M5. MOK: Tiffany Mok on behalf of CFT in

support. Al so doing additional support for CTA

Thank you.
M5. NI ELSEN:

Julie N el sen, National

Uni on of Healthcare Workers, in support of both.

Thank you.
MS. GONZALEZ:
Gonzal ez on behal f of

Kounal aki s in support.

Good norning. Genesis
Li eut enant Governor El eni

Thank you.

V5. HEI DELBACH. Good norning. Kristin
Hei del bach here on behal f of UFCW Western St ates

Council in support.

MR. HANNA: Good norning. J.P. Hanna

with the California Nurses Association in strong

support. Thank you.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Seeing no additional

W t nesses i n support,

we wll now nove to

W tnesses in opposition. Nane, affiliation,

posi tion.

M5. AGUI LAR:

Deni se Aguil ar, co-founder

of Freedom Angel s, opposed.

M5. THORNTON:

Tara Thornton, co-founder

of Freedom Angel s, opposed.

M5. KARSTENS:

Sof i a Kar st ens,
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1 | Decentralize Arerica, and on behalf of the

2 | LA County GOP, strongly opposed.

3 MR. GONZALEZ: Oracio Gonzal ez on behal f
4 | of California' s Business Roundtable in

5 | opposition.

6 MR. BUSSE: N ck Busse, Rosevill e,

7 | California, and on the behalf of the famlies and
8 | veterans leaving California, fairness of good

9 | governance and fiscal responsibility, | oppose
10 | this.

11 M5. ARIAS: Anber Arias, Calvary Chapel,
12 | Sol ano County, in strong opposition.

13 M5. LAU. Catherine Lau, Tracy,

14 | California, in strong opposition.

15 M5. BARBRO Hi. Virginia Barbro, a

16 | native of California, Solano county resident, in
17 | conpl ete opposition of this.

18 M5. NIXON: Tw la Nixon, Solano county
19 | resident, opposed to it.
20 MR. STRI CKLAND: Since we didn't get the
21 | opportunity to ask questions in an informational
22 | hearing, I'mgoing to cone up here and say, Tony
23 | Strickland, State Senator, opposed because we
24 | need to keep the Citizens Redistricting
25 | Comm ssi on, power of the people.
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SENATOR VALLADARES: Senator Suzette
Val | adares, representing the 23rd Senate
District, over a mllion voters, and also the
40 mllion voters in California saying do not
dilute their power. Do not take their power away
for politicians.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Thank you.

Seeing no additional -- would you like to
approach, please?

M5. ANGELI: divia -- excuse ne. divia
Angeli fromEl k G ove, strongly oppose.

M5. MNOR Bella Mnor from Stockton,
strongly oppose.

Ms. ZEPEDA- BLANKENSHI P: Renee Zepeda-

Bl ankenshi p from Fresno County, oppose.

M5. GONZALEZ: Debbi e Gonzal ez, Fresno
County, oppose.

MR. CARRILLO Jose Carrillo, Riverside,
California, a constituent of Sabrina Cervantes,
and | strongly oppose.

MR. ARELLANO M nane is Angel Arell ano.
"' mfrom Ponona, and | oppose.

SHAN K: Hello. Shan K from Orange
County, California, representing California

Parents Ri ghts Act Now, and | oppose.
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M5. CARRILLO Maria Carrillo, Riverside
County, constituent of Sabrina Cervantes,

strongly oppose.

M5. JONES: Em |y Jones, resident of Shasta

county, representing Hone Tribe, and oppose.

M5. LEE: Good norning. Jennifer Lee
representing Los Angeles. | strongly oppose.

M5. BAX: G na Bax, president for the
Chi co Eveni ng Republican Woman. | conpletely
oppose this. Thank you.

M5. DI GENNARO Florentina DI Gennaro
fromthe Yuba Sutter area, oppose.

MR. KAUFMAN: Scott Kaufman, Howard Jarvis
Taxpayers Association, in opposition. Thank you.

MR. CHRI STENSEN: Lance Christensen, vice
president of the California Policy Center. W
oppose these redistricting schenes. Thank you.

M5. MASTEN:. Heat her Masten, El Dorado
County Republican Party, no.

MR. FRIEND: M chael Friend, California
native, retired state enpl oyee, strongly opposed.

M5. LUCERO Darcy Lucero, California
native, strongly oppose.

M5. SHIVITZ: R ka Shivitz, Orange County

resident, and | strongly oppose.
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1 MR. AVILA: Gscar Avila, Fortuna,

2 | California, with the California Mvenent. W

3 | strongly oppose.

4 MR. BOLOG David Bolog, a constituent of
5 |the 27th Senate District, representing Serving

6 | Famly Values Alliance and Mons for Liberty. W
7 | are in opposition. Thank you.

8 ASSEMBLY MEMBER LACKEY: Good norni ng.

9 | Assenbly Menber Tom Lackey, strong opposition.

10 CHAI R CERVANTES: Seeing no additional

11 | individuals who'd like to step and offer support
12 | or opposition, | will nowturn it back to the

13 | Commi ttee Menbers on the dais.

14 W wiill start with Vice Chair Choi.

15 VICE CHAIR CHO : Thank you, Chair.

16 Before | start asking questions, this

17 | being the public hearing non-voting item we have
18 | a couple Senators in the audience. So can we

19 | extend invitation for themto sit on the dais,

20 | aski ng sone questions?

21 CHAIR CERVANTES: This is only for Menbers
22 | of the Commttee for this bill hearing.

23 You nmay proceed with your questions or

24 | comrent s.

25 VICE CHAIR CHO: GCkay. This is, as you
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have heard, a very inportant historic decision
that we are hearing and the three different
nmeasures. A couple of themare just for hearing,
and the later last itemw || be voted upon.

You can defend either side, but fromny
point of view, there are so many illegal and al so
unethical elenents in this attenpt by changing
this ACA 8 in the Constitution.

And the reason is that we do have al ready
chosen so-call ed I ndependent Ctizens
Redi stricting Conm ssion that had been al ready
appoi nted and only based upon 2020 el ecti on.

On 2020, the popul ation census data, the
districts have been already drawn and that was
from-- to nme it was very decisive ballots.

Rat her than just a bare over 50 percent, was
61 percent to ny data. Was 61.3 percent voter
approved of the Comm ssion. So | have a total
trust on the election Redistricting Conm ssion.

And a 10-year cycle cones very quickly and
the preparation for that. And then also the
whol e process of hearing the citizens' input into
the process before the final map has been drawn,
It takes a lot of tine.

But this one is just for next three
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1 | election cycles in reaction -- as a retaliatory
2 | reaction to other states which you are

3 | condetmming. And if you follow the sane

4 | condemmabl e actions, then Californians should be
5 | condemmed by ot her people. Wy should we foll ow
6 | that sane suit and we destroy our good nodel that
7 | we have chosen?

8 You are tal king about defending the

9 | denocracy. Wiich side is a better action, to

10 | defend the fair election redistricting that has
11 | been fairly and approved by citizens, and that
12 | cycle is going to be only applied next three

13 | el ection cycles? Who can guarantee that?

14 So with that statenent, | have al so sone
15 | statenents and then al so sone questions to ask to
16 | the, first of all, opposition wtness.

17 Governor Newsom has said that this

18 | legislation and the ball ot neasure have the

19 | explicit goal of electing nore Denocrats to
20 | Congress. Al right? That was his statenent.
21 Do you agree that the nmain purpose of
22 | redrawing the maps is to elect nore Denocrats to
23 | the House of Representatives?
24 CHAI R CERVANTES: Is that a question for
25 | the author?
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1 VICE CHAIR CHO: No. To the opposition
2 |wtness. So yes or no?

3 CHAI R CERVANTES: Yes.

4 M5. RAYA. Yes, that is the stated purpose
5|is to elect nore Denocrats.

6 VICE CHAIR CHO : GCkay. Now that |eaves
7| me --

8 M5. ROBINSON: May | add sonething to

9 |this? In all due fairness, none of us were --

10 CHAI R CERVANTES: Through the Chair.

11 M5. ROBI NSON:  Par don?

12 CHAI R CERVANTES: Through the Chair.

13 M5. ROBINSON: Oh, I'msorry. My | just
14 | add sonething briefly?

15 Because none of us were actually, as

16 | citizen comm ssioners, involved in this process,
17 | this would be within your power to request for

18 | the rationale and the data to be rel eased so that
19 | we have a cl ear under st andi ng.
20 Wth the comm ssions, it was very public
21 | and transparent what the drivers were. But this
22 | is what has been publicly said is that it is to
23 | el ect nore Denocrats.
24 VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. Thank you.
25 And then I'mgoing to ask the -- Senator
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Cabal don because you are right now speaki ng on

behal f of the author.

It is ny understanding that these new naps

only take effect -- you stated the answer to
that, but I want to reaffirm

If sonme of the state's redistricts, in
ot her words, our old effort, even if this passes
will be nullified?

SENATOR CABALDON: That's correct,
Senator. These only becone effective at any
stage in this process if another state adopts a
new congressional district map that isn't
requi red by a court order.

VICE CHAIR CHO : So obviously, I'mthe
only Republican Menber anong the five Menbers of
this Election Committee and Constitutional
Amendnent. A vote will be taking pl ace.

But | amkind of worried that ny single
vote is not going to defend or win, so we'll see
how it goes.

But if it passes and ACA 8 is placed in
the ball ot neasure, and let's suppose that the
citizens approve of that, that even then can you
stop it?

SENATOR CABALDON: Yes. So the terns of
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1 |the constitutional amendnent itself that the

2 | voters will vote on is what includes the trigger.
3| And so the trigger -- if the voters approve it

4 | and the trigger isn't pulled, then it doesn't

5 | take effect.

6 VICECHAIR CHO: So that wll be a

7 | condition that the other states will redistrict?
8 SENATOR CABALDON: Yes. And that's

9 |directly in the neasure -- this neasure that the
10 | people of California would vote upon thensel ves.
11 VICE CHAIR CHO : GCkay. And then | wll
12 | nove on to, would that nean that these maps wll
13 | go into effect next year even though no state

14 | redistricting this year? So you said that that
15 |is not the case, it's not going to trigger,

16 | correct?

17 SENATOR CABALDON: That's correct. So the
18 | plain | anguage of the bills and what the voters
19 |will vote on is that these will becone operative
20 |only if Texas, Florida or another state adopts a
21 | new congressional district map that takes effect
22 | after August 1st, 2025 and before January 1,
23 | 2031, unless that redistricting is required by a
24 | court order in another state.
25 VICE CHAIR CHO : Gkay. Then how | ong
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1 | does this condition last? |If Texas decides to do
2 | the m d-decade redistricting because of the court
3 | order in tw years, do these maps automatically
4 | take effect?

5 SENATOR CABALDON: | see that the

6 | conmmttee chief consultant wanted to provide a

7 | clarification.

8 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Menber Cabal don,
9 | you already answered this.

10 SENATOR CABALDON:  Ckay.

11 Yeah, so the period that this applies to
12 | is August 1st of this year until January 1st of
13 | 2031. After that point, then the comm ssion --
14 | the comm ssion process that is in the current

15 | constitution and is undi sturbed by this neasure
16 | woul d recommence after the conclusion of the

17 | census.

18 VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. Now, this |eads
19 | to next question. |Is this a condition triggered
20 | that if a Denbcrat run state redistricts? 1In

21 | ot her words, whichever city anong the state that
22 | that may be, that will be in the ballot neasure
23 | that the trigger clause will be enbedded in

24 | there?

25 SENATOR CABALDON:  Yes, that's correct.
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1 | The I anguage of this neasure is wthout regard to
2 | the partisan makeup of any of the other states.

3 It's inportant to note no denocratic state
4 | has or has been considering i ndependently rigging
5| the elections or the congressional districts in

6 | this way.

7 So the practical effect certainly is only,
8 | quote, unquote, red states because it's only

9 | Texas, Florida and sone of their coll eagues that
10 | have been contenpl ating this aggressive action to
11 | attack the el ections next year.

12 But, yes, the actual |anguage of this

13 | neasure that would be voted upon by the people

14 | woul d affect blue states and red states equally.
15 VICE CHAIR CHO : Gkay. This question is
16 | also related. |Is this condition triggered if an
17 | i ndependent conm ssion in another state

18 | redistricts and it results in a net gain of

19 | denocratic congressi onal seats?
20 SENATOR CABALDON:  As | understand it --
21 | and of the commttee staff or others want to
22 |interject, that's fine -- but none of the other
23 | states that have i ndependent comm ssions, that
24 | those conm ssions are not authorized to do m d-
25 | decade redistricting either, just as ours is not.
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1 | So that hypothetical cannot happen in the absence
2 | of a constitutional anmendnent in other states.

3 VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. Under current

4 | law, the Legislature cannot draw the |ines, draw
5| themfor the purpose of partisan gerrymanderi ng,
6 | or draw them m d decade.

7 Shoul dn't we be asking the people's

8 | permssion first to do these things, rather than
9 |dram ng the lines and then asking the voters to
10 | approve our unconstitutional actions? In other
11 | words, placing cart before the horse.

12 SENATOR CABALDON: Well, Senator, I|ike
13 | you, | served as a mayor for quite a long tine,
14 | and ny experience has been that voters want us to
15 | get to the point. And sending themtwo or three
16 | different stages, when we all know what it is

17 | that we are attenpting to acconplish, does not
18 | advance denocracy.

19 That in this case, the voters will have
20 | all their choices at once to vote on, the

21 | authorization in the Constitution and the maps
22 | thenselves. So they're able to vote on the

23 | abstract question with the actual maps that they
24 | can choose and | ook at thensel ves and eval uate
25 | them according to those criteria.

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 36
415.834.1114



Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL  Document 240-7 Filed 03/27/26  Page 37 of 157

© 00 N oo o A~ wWw DN P

N DN N N NMNMDN P P P P P P P PP PP
a A~ W N BB O © 00 N O 0o~ W N - O

Page ID #:21666

The Constitution -- let's be clear. The
Constitution doesn't say what you said about the
Legi slature. Wiat it says is that the
Legi slature can't intervene in the decennial, in
t he every-10-year process.

When the Conm ssion is convened after the
census and it draws the maps according to that
process, the Legislature may not intervene in
that process to do the things that you said, or
to i mpose a party purpose on it.

The Constitution is silent with respect to
m d- decade redistricting, and this neasure allows
the people to decide if, when and how that wl|
pr oceed.

CHAI R CERVANTES: W have other Conmittee
Menbers who'd |i ke to ask questions and coments.

SENATOR CHO : Yeah. Let ne --

CHAI R CERVANTES: Senator Choi, we can
nmove right back to you. Let nme allow --

VICE CHAIR CHO : One nore questi on.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Let ne cone back to you.

Let nme all ow Senat or Unberg.

SENATOR UMBERG. Well, if he only has one
nore question --

CHAI R CERVANTES: Wuld you defer?
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SENATOR UMBERG. Yeah, |'Il1 defer.

CHAI R CERVANTES: kay. Go ahead. Vice
Chair Choi, you may ask your questi on.

VICE CHAIR CHO: Yeah. Are the voters
bei ng given the opportunity to see each
congressional map on the ballot, as well
opportunity directly approve each congressi onal
map as prom sed by the Governor?

SENATOR CABALDON: Yes. The voters have
al ready the opportunities to see those maps.

This is the first tine ever.

So there was a decade, | don't renenber
the year, when the voters voted in a referendum
on district maps previously once before. And |
remenber being a voter in that case, and |
t hought, how do | get this map? How do | know --
how do | nake sense of it?

This time there is an interactive map that
has been up since | ast week already for those
maps to be available. And I want to, you know,
enphasi ze to this point because we also heard it
I n the opposition testinony.

In the Comm ssion's normal process, there
Is a 14-day period by which those maps, before

they are voted on by the Comm ssion, are
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1 | avail able for public inspection.

2 In this case, the maps have been

3 | published. They have been on this Conmttee's

4 | website since Friday. And they will be avail abl e
5| for 78 days for public inspection. And they are
6 | available in the nost user friendly form which
7 |1is an interactive web-based map that we are --

8 [that all Californians are used to being able to
9 | inspect, as well in every other form possible,
10 | including the 300 page-bill that we had | ast

11 | night for those who |ove to | ook at census

12 | tracts.

13 But these are transparent maps so that
14 | voters can zoomin, see exactly where they live,
15 | what their communities of interest are, and

16 | eval uate themon their own when they cast their
17 | votes whether or not to approve these nmaps in

18 | Novenber.

19 CHAI R CERVANTES: Thank you.

20 Senat or Unberg.

21 VICE CHAIR CHO : Thank you.

22 SENATOR UMBERG. Thank you, Madam Chair.
23 And | want to begin by congratul ating ny
24 | col |l eague fromlIrvine for your courage. As |

25 | under st ood what you said, you condemm what
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1 |they're doing in Texas. And | also condemn what
2 | they're doing in Texas.

3 And by extension, if you're condemi ng

4 | what they're doing in Texas, | assune that you

5 | condermm the President of the United States for,
6 | in essence, ordering the folks in Texas to redraw
7 | their maps m d decade.

8 And | think it's a bold nove for a

9 | Republican basically to condemm both the process
10 | in Texas as well as the President of the United
11 | States, so | congratul ate you for your courage.
12 VICE CHAIR CHO : What | neant was let's
13 | don't becone the bad one, just follow the bad

14 | actors. Well, if you are condeming them |

15 | didn't criticize or evaluate their actions.

16 | Because you labeled it -- also in the beginning
17 | in the presentation, he labeled it in such a way.
18 | | took that word, and it was not ny judgnent or
19 | statenent.
20 SENATOR UMBERG  Ckay. Well, let ne
21 |retract. |If you didn't think that what they're
22 | doing in Texas is inappropriate, then | retract
23 | what you said. | thought you had actually
24 | condemmed what they did in Texas and al so
25 | condemmed, by extension, the President of the
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1| United States.

2 Let nme direct sonme questions to

3 | Ms. Robinson and Ms. Raya.

4 First of all, thank you. Thank you for

5 | your service. Thank you for your service on the
6 | Redistricting Conm ssion.

7 | realize it was in 2010 and 2011 and a

8 | very, very inportant process. And | think we can
9 | all agree that that process is absolutely

10 | essenti al .

11 And | assunme -- Ms. Robinson, | read what
12 | you said in 2011 that -- or actually, it wasn't
13 | what you said. It was the President of La Sierra
14 | Col l ege said that you were commtted to service,
15 | fairness, and bettering the comunity. And |

16 | assune that that's one of the reasons you applied
17 | to be on the Comm ssion. Am| correct in that

18 | assunpti on?

19 M5. ROBINSON: Yes. | believe nost

20 | comm ssioners share those |lofty goals.

21 SENATOR UMBERG Yes. Well, | thank you.
22 | | thank you.

23 And, Ms. Raya, | think you said back in
24 | 2011, we nust do all we can do to ensure that

25 | citizens maintain faith in representative
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denocr acy.

Do you renenber saying that in 20117

M5. RAYA: | do. | do. And I've said it
many tines since.

SENATOR UMBERG. And you believe that
t oday?

M5. RAYA: | do.

SENATOR UMBERG  Yeah. And | assune that
both of you applied to be on the Conm ssion
because you wanted to inprove the quality of life
of Californians, that ultimtely you thought you
were bettering the comunity.

Is that right, M. Robinson?

M5. ROBINSON: | assune that's al so what
drove you to your service.

SENATOR UMBERG  Ri ght .

M5. ROBINSON: And, yes, | think that's
uni | ateral .

SENATOR UMBERG Wl l, no, | appreciate
that. Thank you.

Sanme thing with you, Ms. Raya?

M5. RAYA: O course.

SENATOR UMBERG. Yes. | assune you didn't
do it so you could sell watches, right? O you

could, for exanple, sell cryptocurrency, or get a
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1| free airplane? You didn't do it for any of those
2 | reasons. You cane to public service to inprove
3 | the community; is that right?

4 MS. ROBI NSON:  Yes.

5 SENATOR UMBERG Ckay. Ms. Raya, you

6 | think so?

7 M5. RAYA: Yes. Cane to serve, Yyes.

8 SENATOR UMBERG. Well, thank you. Thank
9 | you for that.

10 And | think you, M. Robinson, also said,
11 | as we can see fromthe experience of other

12 | states, when redistricting is not done well, it
13 | can have a really grave inpact.

14 Do you agree with that today still?

15 M5. ROBI NSON:  Yes.

16 SENATOR UMBERG. And do you agree with the
17 | statenent that not only that grave inpact may

18 | inpact the state in which the redistricting is
19 | done inproperly, but the entire nation?

20 Do you agree with that?

21 M5. ROBINSON: In ny capacity as both a
22 | comm ssioner and as soneone who was supported by
23 | the Harvard Center to travel across the country
24 | and support many ot her states and advocates in
25 | those states to create other nodels in their
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1l | states, absolutely.

2 |'ve seen both the inpact at the | ocal

3 |level, at the state I evel and across the nation

4 |in other states. | don't knowif you'd want to

5 | add anything on that.

6 M5. RAYA: No. | would share that,

7 | absolutely, The inpact can be seen in many ways,
8 | I think, including by the statistics that |

9 |cited, What | think is inproved representation in
10 | our Legislature as a result of the districts that
11 | have been drawn in the [ast two decades.

12 SENATOR UMBERG | conpletely agree with
13 | your statenent that what happens in other states
14 | can have a grave inpact on the entire nation.

15 | And | assune both of you are follow ng what's

16 | going on in Texas.

17 Are you follow ng that, M. Robinson?

18 M5. ROBI NSON:  Yes, sir.

19 SENATOR UMBERG Yes. And do you approve
20 | of what's going on in Texas?
21 M5. ROBINSON:. | do not approve of what's
22 | going on in Texas. and | ama conm ssioner and a
23 | resident in California, and so that is ny primry
24 | focus today.
25 SENATOR UMBERG. And, Ms. Raya, do you
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approve what's going on in Texas?

M5. RAYA: | don't know that anyone ot her
t han the Republicans in Texas and the Wite House
approve of what's going on.

But | woul d have to repeat what
Ms. Robi nson has said, that we're concerned about
our state right now.

SENATOR UMBERG. All right. And going
back to ny earlier statenent that whatever goes
on in Texas actually inpacts us here in
California, Do you agree with that?

M5. ROBINSON: Yes, sir. W are all part
of the sane country.

SENATOR UMBERG. Right. No, |
conpletely -- and one of the founders, Janes
Madi son, |'mgoing to quote himhere, said the
accunul ation of all power, legislative, executive
and judiciary, in the sane hands may justly be
pronounced as the very definition of tyranny.

So do you agree with nme that basically
that the Congress of the United States has, in
essence, approved everything that this President
has proposed?

Do you agree with that, M. Robinson?

M5. ROBINSON: |'mnot here to conment on
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1| Texas. | amhere to coomment on California. And
2 |there are ways that California's el ected

3 | officials can have the national inpact that we

4 | want and that we need through using the

5 | conpetitive districts that have been established
6 | through the citizen-approved i ndependent

7 | Comm ssi on.

8 SENATOR UMBERG. So let ne ask, M. Raya.
9 | You understand -- let nme ask you if you share ny
10 | understandi ng that the Republican Menbers of the
11 | California del egati on have basically voted wth
12 | the President on all things that the President

13 | has proposed that inpact California.

14 Do you agree with ne on that supposition?
15 | Ms. Raya?

16 M5. RAYA: | would say that that the

17 | results we're seeing in Washi ngton cone from - -
18 | they' re happening for many reasons. Sone of that
19 | is perhaps how elected officials are actively
20 | responding to what this President wants. |t may
21 | al so be because there are not enough ot her strong
22 | voices to counter it. It may al so be because the
23 | courts seemto have been sidelined to sone extent
24 | in uphol ding the separation of powers, uphol ding
25 | the rule of |aw
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1 | think it's a conplex issue that is

2 |really not what this proposed action in

3| Clifornia is about. This action is about doing
4 | a partisan redistricting absolutely in conflict

5| wth California law. That's what | can speak to.
6 ' mnot an expert on national politics. |
7 | don't know that anybody really cares what ny

8 | opinion is on national politics. So, again, | --
9 | you know, | really would prefer that we're

10 | directing the conversation to what is going to
11 | happen here in California.

12 SENATOR UMBERG And | agree with you

13 | 100 percent that we should focus on what's

14 | happening in California and what inpacts the

15 | Congress' action or inaction, whether they're

16 | supine or actually active as a check on the

17 | Executive, how it inpacts California.

18 But | think you agree with ne that the
19 | Congress has not been a check on the President
20 | what soever, including our Menbers, including our
21 | Republican Menbers in the House of
22 | Representatives. | think you agreed wth ne on
23 |that; is that right?
24 M5. RAYA: | woul d say that Congress has
25 | not acted responsibly in general.
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SENATOR UMBERG. Al l right.

Sointernms -- and | read the quote from
Janes Madi son that basically we no | onger have an
effective check on the President of the United
St at es.

Do you understand that the President of
the United States has, in essence, ordered Texas
to reconfigure their congressional seats to add
five Republican seats.

Do you renenber the President saying that,
Ms. Raya?

M5. RAYA: | do.

SENATOR UMBERG.  You do.

And how about you, Ms. Robi nson?

M5. ROBI NSON: Yes, | do.

SENATOR UMBERG. And you understand t hat
t he bal ance of power in the House of
Representatives is very narrowy divided; is that
right --

M5. RAYA: Yes.

SENATOR UMBERG. -- Ms. Rya? kay.

Ms. Raya says.
And Ms. Robi nson, yes.
So you also -- | want to get your views on

what the President has done here in California.
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Are you famliar wth Anmeri Corps? Are you
famliar with Anmeri Corps, M. Raya?

M5. RAYA: Yes.

SENATOR UMBERG ~ You are.

And Ms. Robinson, you're famliar wth
Armrer i Cor ps?

MS. ROBI NSON:  Yes.

SENATOR UMBERG.  You understand the
President has basically, by his action,
el imnated 5,600 Anmeri Corps public service
wor kers and $60 million.

Do you think that's a detrinent to
California, M. Robinson?

M5. ROBI NSON:  Absol utely.

SENATOR UMBERG. Absol utely.

Ms. Raya?

M5. RAYA: O course.

SENATOR UMBERG. And al so, | assune you're
famliar with ICE raids here in California right
now.

Are you famliar with that, M. Robi nson?

M5. ROBI NSON:  Absol utely.

SENATOR UMBERG And Ms. Raya?

M5. RAYA: Yes.

SENATOR UMBERG And that, in fact,
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71 percent of those who have been arrested do not
have crimnal convictions. There's been 57,861
peopl e detai ned and 71 percent of those had no
crimnal convictions.

Do you think that's appropriate,
Ms. Robi nson?

M5. ROBI NSON:  Absol utely not.

SENATOR UMBERG  No?

Ms. Raya --
M5. RAYA: No.
SENATOR UMBERG. -- how about you?

M5. RAYA: No.

SENATOR UMBERG. You don't think that's
appropriate?

You understand that that's basically the
initiative of the President of the United States,
to basically do that.

You understand that, M. Robi nson.

M5. ROBI NSON:  Yes.

SENATOR UMBERG.  You under st and t hat
Congress has been absolutely supine in terns of
acting as a check on the President of the United
States?

M5. ROBI NSON: Absol utely.

SENATOR UMBERG And that the only check
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that really exists today is the Congress of the
United States, at |east theoretically?

You know what, | don't know how | ong
you've -- Ms. Raya, how |l ong have you lived here
in California?

M5. RAYA: My entire life.

SENATOR UMBERG. All right. Well, |I'm not
going to guess how ol d you are.

"1l tell you howold | am |I'm®69 years
old. | cane to California to go to UCLA a bunch

of years ago, bunch of years ago. And when |
cane here, the air quality was horrible, was
absol utely horrible.

And | don't know about you, Ms. Robinson,
I f you' ve lived here | ong enough to renmenber how
horrible the air quality was.

And you understand the President of the
United States has said California can no | onger
enact its own em ssion standards. That we now
have to defer to Al abanma and M ssissippi in terns
of our clean air.

Ms. Raya, do you think that's good for
California's quality of life?

M5. RAYA: | think we have a lot of quality

of life issues to address, and | think one way to
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1 | address themin California is to have

2 | representatives elected by the people who

3 | understand and represent the communities of

4 | interest that voters cone from

5 SENATOR UMBERG. So you agree with ne the
6 | air quality is actually inproved in -- you've

7 | been here your whole life -- actually inproved in
8 | California? Do you agree with ne on that?

9 M5. RAYA: Yeah, it's inproved.

10 SENATOR UMBERG. All right. And that by
11 | reversing our em ssion standards, that we're

12 | going to basically go back to where we were 50

13 | years ago, do you agree with ne on that?

14 M5. RAYA: | woul d guess that that's so

15 | not -- not a scientist either, so ...

16 SENATOR UMBERG And you're famliar wth
17 | the billion dollars that the President has tried
18 | to extort from UCLA

19 Does that inprove the quality of life here
20 | in California, you think, M. Robinson?

21 MS. ROBI NSON: No, sir.

22 SENATOR UMBERG  No.

23 Ms. Raya?

24 MS. RAYA: No.

25 SENATOR UMBERG. And the sane thing with
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the $584 mllion research grants that the
President is trying to basically quash here in
Cal i fornia.

| think you agree with nme that does not
add to the quality of |ife of Californians; is
that right? Yeah.

M5. RAYA: Right.

SENATOR UMBERG. | think both of you are
shaking -- Ms. Robinson, you agree with ne,
ri ght?

M5. ROBINSON: | think there's nore we're
I n agreenent than di sagreenent.

SENATOR UMBERG  Ri ght .

M5. ROBINSON: | think what we're here to
speak on is the neans to get to the end. And in
my hunbl e opinion, not as an elected official,
not as a national political expert, but soneone
who is an engaged citizen, an engaged voter, and
has been a vol unteer conm ssioner, who ski pped ny
children's first days of school to actually be
here and express ny voice to all of you, that we
have conpetitive districts in California, we have
excel |l ent el ecteds and candidates in the pipeline
across partisan |ines.

| am speaki ng as an i ndependent who
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1 | absolutely can address these issues w thout

2 | resorting to a partisan gerrymander that has no

3 | checks and bal ances, such as we suggest ed,

4 | including being fully transparent with the data

5 | that was used to devel op these |lines, enpowering
6 | the very successful current seated Ctizens

7 | Redistricting Conmission to be able to play a

8 |role in that process, and to continue building on
9 |the trust and faith that has been created, not

10 | just with Californians.

11 But as | went and traveled and trai ned and
12 | educat ed people across the country, our citizens
13 | in other parts of the country, who are being held
14 | hostage by politicians who do not represent their
15 | interests, have been looking to California as the
16 | alternative, as the nodel.

17 If we gut our -- the great work that we
18 | have been doing there, then not only do we | ose
19 | our credibility, those efforts actually get
20 | stalled and get reversed. That's what |I'm here
21 | to express.
22 | understand that you are in a difficult
23 | position as our elected officials and as our
24 | | eaders. There are no easy answers to any of
25 | this.
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1 UNI DENTI FI ABLE SPEAKER

2 VICE CHAIR CHO : WMadam Chair --

3 CHAI R CERVANTES: Senator Unmberg, |I'd like
4 | to just take a nonent to see if there's any

5 | Menbers who want to provide --

6 SENATOR UMBERG  kay.

7 CHAl R CERVANTES: -- comment or --

8 SENATOR UMBERG. Can | just ask one

9 | final --

10 CHAI R CERVANTES: Yes, please.

11 SENATOR UMBERG -- or at |east one

12 | interimfinal question, Madam Chair?

13 VICE CHAIR CHO : Yeah. Madam Chair --
14 SENATOR UMBERG. Do you think --

15 VICE CHAIR CHO : Yeah. Point of order.
16 | Poi nt of order.

17 CHAI R CERVANTES: Wat is your point of
18 | order?

19 VICE CHAIR CHO : Listening to cross-
20 | examning the witnesses as if they are sitting
21 | here in defense of the Donald Trunp, we are
22 | discussing the bill right now, ACA 8. And we
23 | need to address to the bill content, not
24 | defending Trunp adm nistration policies. This is
25 | not quotable rules and cross-exam ning just |ike
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the attorneys are doing.

And then | object that | hope that the
Chair will stop his cross-exam ning style of
guesti oni ng.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Point well taken. W
wll allow one nore question at the nonent.

SENATOR UMBERG  All right.

CHAI R CERVANTES: And then | wll turn to
Senator Linon, if she has any questions. |If not,
Il will junp in. Thank you.

SENATOR UMBERG. So let ne just ask the
two opposite -- do you think we in California
shoul d do what we can within the bounds of the
| aw t o di ssuade Texas from engagi ng in what |
thi nk you both characterize as inappropriate
activity?

Ms. Raya, we'll start wth you. Do you
t hi nk we should do in California what we can,
wi thin the bounds of the law, to di ssuade Texas
fromengaging in their gerrynmanders?

VICE CHAIR CHO : That's a point of order
again. It is -- right now how can they say that
In Texas or is -- they are doi ng whatever they
think they are right. But we are not defending

Texas or Trunp adm nistration.

depos@scanlanstone.com
415.834.1114

Page 56



Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL

Document 240-7

Filed 03/27/26

Page ID #:21686

Page 57 of 157

1 CHAI R CERVANTES: Vice Chair Choi --

2 VICE CHAIR CHO : Yeah.

3 CHAI R CERVANTES: -- we will maintain

4 | decorumon the item

5 VICECHAIR CHO: So -- and --

6 CHAI R CERVANTES: (I naudi bl e.)

7 VICE CHAIR CHO : Yeah, the Chair ruled
8 | the point was well taken and he keeps on

9 | conti nui ng.

10 CHAI R CERVANTES: We will -- let nme all ow
11 | Senator Unberg to ask the question.

12 SENATOR UMBERG That's the --

13 CHAI R CERVANTES: And al |l ow - -

14 SENATOR UMBERG And I'Il ask the | ast
15 | questi on.

16 Do you think -- let nme -- I'll first ask
17 | Ms. Raya, then Ms. Robi nson.

18 CHAI R CERVANTES: Answer if you'd |ike.
19 SENATOR UMBERG. Do you think we in

20 | CGalifornia should do what we can, wthin the

21 | bounds of the law, to dissuade Texas from

22 | engaging in the partisan gerrymandering that

23 | they -- | think they're about to do? M. Raya?
24 M5. RAYA: \What is happening in Texas is
25 | reprehensible, and | admre the Texas Denocrats
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1 | who have resisted. But | think those peopl e,

2 | those el ected representatives in Texas, are

3 | capabl e of resolving this issue for Texas.

4 We're concerned about resolving a simlar
5 ]issue in California.

6 SENATOR UMBERG Ms. Robinson, do you

7 | think we should do what we can, within the bounds
8 | of the law, to di ssuade Texas from engaging in

9 | this partisan gerrynmandering?

10 M5. ROBINSON: | have spent the last 15
11 | years of ny life pronoting i ndependent

12 | redistricting, both in California and nationally.
13 | | have spent decades expandi ng denocracy,

14 | partnering across the aisle on a nunber of good
15 | governnent initiatives in nmy capacity as an

16 | advocate, in nmy capacity as working wth

17 | philanthropy, working with elected officials,

18 | working with registrars of voters.

19 | would continue -- | see this testinony
20 | today as part of that trajectory and absolutely
21 | continue to pronote fair and equal playing field
22 |in terns of redistricting around the country.
23 SENATOR UMBERG. So | take that as a yes.
24 CHAI R CERVANTES: (I naudible.) Yes,
25 | pl ease.
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M5. SADHWANI : Yes. Madam Chair, if | may
just weigh in?

| just wanted to acknow edge ny two
col | eagues here. W didn't serve on the sane
Comm ssion, but I'mincredibly proud of you for
t he responses that you' ve given to the Senator's
very difficult questioning, |ine of questioning.
But | think that those are appropriate questions.

This is the kind of noral conflict that,
if this goes to the ballot, that every California
voter is going to be faced with, and these are
not easy deci si ons.

And so | actually really appreciated this
exchange and just wanted to acknow edge ny
col | eagues here, because | know that that was
difficult to be sitting here having to defend all
of the ills that have come before California.

But | do think that this is the chall enge
that every California voter will have, and |
think this is probably going to be going through
the m nds of so nany voters over the next several
nmonths if this plan noves forward.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Thank you.

And if | may, | want to just say that how

much | respect the work of the CRC. Thank you
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1 | for the tinme | ost being here today. | understand
2 | what that neans. Many of us do. So | want to

3 | make that clear.

4 There was a comment nmade that we're

5| putting the cart before the horse. This is the

6 | cart wwth the horse. The voters get to decide

7 | who and what at the sane tinme this Novenber 4th.
8 We are proud of our state's Ctizens

9 | Redistricting Conmssion. It is a gold standard
10 | for our country. In fact, we want to support

11 | policy for nationw de nonpartisan citizens

12 | redistricting comm ssions.

13 W are in a nonent where we have to

14 | respond to an existential threat. Do you expect
15 | Californians to unilaterally disarm oursel ves

16 | when the Trunp Republicans are welding their

17 | control of state governnents |i ke weapons agai nst
18 | denocracy?

19 M5. ROBI NSON:  Thank you, Madam Chair. My
20 | understanding is that there are twi ce as nany
21 | conpetitive seats that can be nobilized as there
22 | woul d be seats that are created by the maps that
23 | have just been released in the recent days.
24 So, to ne, this is not disarmanent. This
25 |is being able to really organi ze the pl atform and
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| ever age what we al ready have within the
paraneters of our voter-approved constitutional
anmendnents and the existing districts that our
fell ow comm ssioners on the current Conm ssion
wor ked so hard to and diligently to create.

If there is an interest and need, we
understand that the context evolves. A lot can
happen in 10 years, as we can see. There is the
opportunity to go back to communities and to
update the community of interest testinony and do
sone adj ustnents based on those |lines, or release
the informati on upon which these maps were
drafted. And those types of provisions were not
included in this bill and easily could be.

CHAI R CERVANTES: And again, | just want
to reiterate that Texas is actively reducing
their own conpetitive seat count. So then do you
expect our communities to remain silent Wile

their voices are being stripped away from

Washi ngt on?
M5. RAYA: | never expect comunities to
be silent. In fact, | would encourage people to

speak on to this very issue.
There isn't a day that goes by that |

don't -- everybody in this roomtal ks to people
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1 | who are terrified, who are living with extrene
2 | anxiety. Wen you talk about the raids, yes,
3|/we'reinthe mddle of themin Los Angeles and in
4 | ny area and people close to ne. So, you know,
5|we're living wth that, and even despair that
6 | peopl e have about the current political climte.
7 But I am not convinced, | can't be
8 | convinced that just putting up a map that's
9 | already decided is sonething that people can
10 | react to, other than if you' re encouraging just a
11 | visceral reaction, let's get the national
12 | adm ni stration by approving this Bill.
13 That is not good governnent. That is not
14 | responsi bl e governnent. That's not engaged
15 | governnent. That is not giving citizens the
16 | information they need.
17 Seventy-eight days to look at a map that's
18 | done, not a map that can be nodified in the
19 | interest of the communities it's supposed to
20 | serve.
21 CHAI R CERVANTES: G ven that we still have
22 | two additional neasures on file today, | want to
23 | make sure that we can keep our questions conci se.
24 But let nme turn it over to Senator Linon.
25 SENATOR LI MON:  Thank you. Thank you.
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1 And | want to first start off by thanking
2 | all of you for being here. It's not often that

3| we get to see a panel of all wonen to take on a
4 | very difficult issue.

5 Thi s deliberation has been inportant for
6 | me, and it continues to be a very inportant

7 | conversation.

8 And in this deliberation, | have heard

9 | consensus around the inportance of expanding

10 | denpbcracy. And |I'mactually using your words,

11 | Ms. Robi nson, expandi ng denocracy.

12 And | think about the fact that we are
13 | living -- and |I'musing your words now,

14 | Ms. Raya -- we are living in nonments of extrene
15 | anxiety and despair. And it is very inportant to
16 | serve the interest of the communities in nmany

17 | ways.

18 And | think that this clearly is part of
19 | this process where we are all asking oursel ves,
20 | what is in the best interest of our comunities?
21 | And yet, we are also trying to identify how we
22 | ensure that we expand denocracy and not limt it,
23 | not inhibit it, and certainly not get rid of it.
24 What has pronpted our state and us as

25 | legislators to be here are the real concerns that

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 63
415.834.1114



Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL  Document 240-7 Filed 03/27/26  Page 64 of 157
Page ID #:21693

1| we are limting denocracy, that we are inhibiting

2 | denocracy, and that we are seeing a decline of

3 | denocracy.

4 | have a question to the opposition.

5 | Under what conditions would you do sonething to

6 | stop the limt of denbcracy, to stop the decline

7 | of denocracy? Wen would you act? Can you

8 | descri be what those conditions would | ook Iike?

9 M5. RAYA: Well, as Ms. Robinson said, this
10 | is sonething we've been doing all our lives. |
11 | certainly have many years on nost of you who are
12 | sitting up there, including M. Unberg. So, you
13 | know, the question for ne is not what mght | do
14 | in the future, what m ght happen.

15 "' m here right now because this is what
16 | I've done all ny life. | cone from generations
17 | of people who engaged in public service to assure
18 | justice in the electoral process, justice in

19 | education, in healthcare, in the |legal system

20 | So, for nme, this is an ongoi ng thing.

21 This isn't sonething we take up because we
22 | happen to have sonebody in the White House who

23 | has lost sight of the Constitution and the rule
24 | of law. This is sonething we do every day in any
25 | way that we can.
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We just happen to have had the privilege
of serving on the nost innovative revolutionary
el ection incident or vote in California, so we
have the privilege of being part of really making
denocracy happen in the el ectoral process, of
engagi ng citizens, drawing nore people into the
process. And nmaybe those people will continue
day to day to continue to fight the good fight
wherever they may find it.

So, you know, for nme, this is not
declaring -- you know, declaring an energency and
now what do we do. This is every day we need to
be doi ng sonmething to nake the system work. And
t oday what we need to do is to protect the
| ndependence, the nonpartisanship of draw ng
| ines so that parties can go out and canpai gn on
their nmessage and el ect representatives that wll
actually serve the people.

SENATOR LIMON:. So | will say, | agree
wth you. For ne, this is about what we do every
single day to protect our communities, to ensure,
as you said, justice in education, justice in
heal t hcare space, justice in the | egal space.

And | will add that | think that we have

met the conditions in this country for California
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1 |to take a stand and say what you are descri bing,
2 | that you have done every day and that we continue
3 | to do every day, those conditions have been net.
4 | And today is the day that we have to deci de how
5| we nove forward because we have the shared goal

6 | of doing everything we can every day for

7 | Californians, for our community.

8 And this is certainly an inportant piece
9 |that | consider into ny decision-nmaking, into how
10 | I deliberate about the issue. And | think it's
11 | also, as | heard the testinony and support,

12 | opening up classes -- and thank goodness we still
13 | have a class in California on denocracy -- and

14 | ensuring that we have health centers that

15 | continue to open and continue to serve the people
16 | of California.

17 | appreciate, again, the robust

18 | di scussion. And ny line of questioning and the
19 | process was sinply to say that, for ne, | wll
20 | speak for nyself, the conditions have been net
21 | for us to take action. And we have the sane goal
22 | in mnd, which is doing everything we can.
23 There is no expandi ng denocracy if
24 | denocracy falls apart and we don't do anything
25 | about it.
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Agai n, unbelievable gratitude to all of
you, all wonen panelists here. | know we may not
all be on the sane side of how we |and on this
particular vote, but | have utnobst respect and
recognition for the work that all of you do to
protect our denocracy. Thank you.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Thank you.

W will go to our next item but before we

do, I wll allow Senator Cabal don to close.

SENATOR CABALDON: Thank you so rnuch,
Madam Chair, Menbers of the Cormittee, and to all
of the witnesses on both sides of the issue.

Commi ssi oner Sadhwani at the begi nning
said that the point of in a denocracy we -- and |
| ove this quote -- that we take turns being
hunbl ed at the ballot box, that that is how
denocracy works. But what if you have the cheat
code, and you could say, well, I'mnot taking ny
turn.

That's what's at stake here today. And |
think part of what we're trying to acconplish
here is that denocracy is not slowy eroding.
Peopl e aren't accidentally absent m ndedly doi ng
bad things. It is a crisis.

And we're trying to assure that
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Commi ssi oner Sadhwani's course on Anmerican

gover nnment and denocracy doesn't get noved to the
hi story departnent as sonething that we used to
have, but it is the fundanental course that every
under graduat e nust have in order to be an
Anerican citizen.

So | knowin ny own district, the nunber
one question, the nunber one question that people
ask is, what can | do? Not what -- not what can
t he Senator do? Wat can | do about what is
happeni ng to our denocracy, which is in crisis,
which is threatened |ike it has never been
t hr eat ened before?

That's what ACA 8 is about. It is about
giving it to the voters of California. They can
say yes, they can say no, but it will be their
choice, their action to fight back.

We heard, and | absolutely agree, that
California is seen as a nodel here. But | ooking
to other states, for exanple, the Texas
del egation, they have been here twice. They and
their constituents have been very clear.

We cannot -- when authoritariani smgoes so
far as this, our nost valiant efforts cannot

prevail. W need -- Anerica needs California to
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1 | stand up and to be not just a nodel of what the

2 | policy should be, but to nodel denbcracy and in

3 | action.

4 My own view is that the best thing we can
5 | do for independent redistricting, which is an

6 | i nportant innovation that the voters of

7 | California has created, and our conm ssioners

8 | have taken and curated so superbly over the |ast
9 | two cycles, the best thing that we can do to

10 | preserve independent redistricting is to nake

11 | sure that redistricting doesn't becone -- does

12 | not becone a tool of holding onto power, of

13 | avoiding the hunbling at the ballot box. That's
14 | the only way forward here.

15 When the ball ot petition was up in 2008 to
16 | create the Redistricting Conm ssion and it passed
17 | with 50.8 percent of the vote, the Sacranmento Bee
18 |and | think the Bay Area Garden were the two

19 | papers that editorialized against it.
20 And they said, this is a great idea, but
21 | our worry is that what happens with the other
22 | states when they gerrymander |ike crazy and we
23 | have all owed our ethical orientation to | ead when
24 | they are using their nost base partisan
25 | instincts? The voters very narrowy said that
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1 | mght be a good point, but we're going to do it

2 | anyway.

3 Well, it turns out they were right this

4 | year. They were wrong about the overall issue,

5| but they were right this year. And the way to

6 | preserve redistricting in the future is to nake

7 | sure that that doesn't becone the case.

8 If California -- if a year fromnow or a
9 | nonth fromnow or if a week fromnow, if your

10 | cousin is kidnapped off the street, if UCLA

11 | cl oses down, if we announce that there won't be
12 | an election, if the census that we're relying on
13 | for the Conmm ssion's next stab at redistricting
14 | doesn't include 1.5 mllion Californians init,
15 | if we have no denocracy |left and we | ook back and
16 | said, if only we could have done sonething, well,
17 | the nice thing about this is that we are in a

18 | tinme machine. W can do sonething.

19 We know what is com ng because it's in

20 | Project 2025. |It's been inplenented in every way
21 | and nost in the nost base way possible. W nust
22 | take action if we're going to save not just

23 | denpocracy, but the Comm ssion itself in

24 | i ndependent redistricting.

25 | know as a fornmer city council nenber, we

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 70
415.834.1114



Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL  Document 240-7 Filed 03/27/26  Page 71 of 157
Page ID #:21700

1 |wuld often fall into this what | think is a

2 | little bit of a trap. W would think, why would
3| we want to put sonething on the ballot? The

4 | voters elected us to be the denocracy. And we've
5 | heard that today, that the nost denocratic thing
6 | would be not to ask the voters, but to ask 14

7 | people on the Conm ssion to have sone heari ngs

8 | and they decide what the map shoul d be based on
9 | testinony.

10 Well, far better than the testinony wll
11 | be the votes of 40 mllion Californians and

12 | through a vi gorous debate over the next several
13 | weeks and nonths | eading up to that election.

14 | That is what denobcracy is in action.

15 | want just a couple of the smaller

16 | points. | want to enphasize the question that
17 | has been raised by the Vice Chair of the

18 | Comm ttee about mdcycle redistricting.

19 Si nce 1980, the Republican caucuses and
20 | the California Republican Party have submtted
21 | not one but nore than 30 ball ot neasures to go to
22 | the people of California for constitutional
23 | anmendnents m dcycl e about redistricting. Mre
24 | than 30 tines they've submtted bal |l ot neasures
25 | mdcycle to the Secretary of State to anend the
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1 | Constitution for redistricting.

2 So there's no high ground here that it

3 | should only be every 10 years. This is all --

4 | redistricting has always been an issue before the
5 | public because they know that redistricting is

6 | essential to protecting our denocracy.

7 Then, last, | want to enphasize what the
8 | Chair said, which is that the very first

9 | provision of this -- of ACA 8, this

10 | constitutional amendnent, does what | think all
11 | of us agree. It calls upon the Congress to do

12 | its job and propose to the states a

13 | constitutional anmendnent, an anendnent to the

14 | United States Constitution that does exactly what
15 | our Conm ssion col | eagues have said, which is

16 | redistricting nationwide in every state should be
17 | fair. 1t should be based on Commttees

18 | (unintelligible) data and shoul d not be partisan.
19 | That is the only way forward.

20 And this Constitutional anmendnment w |l ask
21 | Congress to do that. That is the test that we

22 | shoul d be asking, not just of ourselves, not just
23 | by reputation and by intention, but be insisting
24 | that Texas, Florida, OChio, every state in the

25 | nation plays fair, doesn't seek to cheat to win

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 72
415.834.1114



Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL  Document 240-7 Filed 03/27/26  Page 73 of 157
Page ID #:21702

1 | elections, and that we preserve our denocracy

2 | forever.

3 Madam Chair, Menbers of the Committee,

4 | thank you so nmuch for the opportunity to present
5 | t oday.

6 CHAI R CERVANTES: Thank you, Senat or

7 | Cabal don, and thank you to each of you who

8 | participated today and all those in the hearing
9 | roomas well.

10 W will nove to the next itemon file,
11 | which is SB280, that | wll be speaking on.

12 And we will turn it to our Vice Chair.
13 The witnesses can stay. | believe we
14 | still -- yes.

15 Vice Chair Choi, | wll turn it to you.
16 VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. Thank you, Chair.
17 | Now, Chair is going to present next SB 280, and I
18 | will be presiding over.

19 UNI DENTI FI ABLE SPEAKER: Ri ght now.

20 CHAI R CERVANTES:  Ckay.

21 VICE CHAIR CHO : GCkay. This will be,
22 | again, hearing only, so -- okay.

23 Senat or Cervantes, when you're ready.

24 CHAI R CERVANTES: Thank you, M. Vice
25 | Chair and Conm ttee Menbers.

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 73
415.834.1114



Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL  Document 240-7 Filed 03/27/26  Page 74 of 157

© 00 N oo o A~ wWw DN P

N DN N N NMNMDN P P P P P P P PP PP
a A~ W N BB O © 00 N O 0o~ W N - O

Page ID #:21703

Today |I'm proud to present Senate Bil
280, which calls for a statew de special election
on Novenber 4th of this year.

The special election would all ow
California voters to consider a constitutional
amendnment, ACA 8, which would allow this
Legi sl ature to engage in a one-tine, md-decade
redistricting of our state's districts in the
U. S. House of Representatives.

The Citizens Redistricting Conm ssion
woul d then be able to engage in its regularly
schedul ed i ndependent redistricting process after
t he 2030 census.

SB 280 al so appropriates the funding
necessary for the Secretary of State and our
county registrars to adm ni ster the speci al
el ecti on.

The bill al so makes the necessary
statutory changes to allow the June 2026
statew de primary election to be held on tine.

California did not start this
redistricting fight. This fight was brought to
us.

We are here because President Trunp and

Republ i cans in Congress know that their agenda is

depos@scanlanstone.com
415.834.1114

Page 74



Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL  Document 240-7 Filed 03/27/26  Page 75 of 157
Page ID #:21704

1 | deeply unpopular. They see the witing on the

2 |wall. They know that nmass deportation that uses
3 | secret police to kidnap people off the streets

4 | and into unmarked vehicl es goes agai nst every

5 | Anerican val ue.

6 They know that voters will hold them

7 | accountable for the spending cuts they janmed

8 | through Congress, stripping healthcare away from
9 | mllions of Americans. They know that giving tax
10 | cuts to billionaires, while Trunp inposes tariff
11 | taxes on essential goods |ike coffee and bananas,
12 | are raising the cost of living that will hurt

13 | working famlies.

14 VWhat Trunp knows is that the only path for
15 | Republicans to hold onto the House in the

16 | mdterns is to change the rules in the m ddl e of
17 | the gane.

18 That is why in Texas and in other red

19 | states, Republican legislators are preparing to
20 | redraw their congressional map so that Republican
21 | politicians get to choose their voters instead of
22 | letting voters choose their representatives.

23 They want to silence the voices of Latino
24 | voters, Black voters, APl voters, LGBTQ voters,
25 | and essentially, Trunp wants to change again the
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1 |rules of the gane in the fifth inning so that

2 | Republicans get four strikes and Denocrats only

3 | get three.

4 Their goal is sinple, to rig congressional

5| maps in Republican states across the country to

6 | make it inpossible for Denpbcrats to retake

7 | control of the House of Representatives in 2026.

8 California cannot stand by while Donald

9 | Trunp di smant| es our denocracy piece by piece.

10 | W will not let himdeterm ne the outcone of

11 | future el ections years in advance before any

12 | votes are cast to prop up his authoritarian

13 | presidency.

14 And if you doubt that Trunp is trying to

15 | becone a dictator, renenber that he sent arned

16 | federal agents to harass the peaceful press

17 | conference that we held | ast week with Governor

18 | Newsom i n Los Angel es.

19 The truth of the matter is, if we let

20 | Donald Trunp get away with rigging el ections

21 | through gerrymandering, we will not have free or

22 | fair elections in the United States in the

23 | future. |If Donald Trunp pursues this partisan

24 | power grab, then California is ready to respond.

25 But let nme be clear, only -- our plan wl|
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only go into effect if Texas and other red states
nove forward. |If Trunp does the right thing and
gi ves up on redraw ng congressional maps in
Republican states' red held seats, California's
current districts wll remain in place. Nothing
changes.

And ultimately, this is our preferred
out cone because we value California' s |Independent
Redi stricting Conmm ssion, as we all know, the
gold standard in the country. And this crisis
shows that we need to enact nati onal
redi stricting conmm ssions.

If every state followed California's
exanpl e and adopt ed i ndependent redistricting
comm ssions, or if Congress required their
creation, then we wouldn't even be facing this
crisis today. GCerrymandering would be a thing of
t he past.

Finally, | want to address the
Republ i cans, Menbers of Congress from California,
you can all stop this from happeni ng today. The
power is in your hands. | appeal to your better
angles. But if you refuse to listen to those
angles, then | wll rely on your anbition, your

self-interest, and your desire to keep your House
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1 | seat and your paycheck.

2 You can ask President Trunp to end this.
3| You can tell himto call off these partisan

4 | gerrymanderings in Texas and in other states.

5| But if he decides to nove forward with his plan
6 | to steal Denocratic seats, then Californians wll
7 | be the firewall. We have def ended

8 | authoritarians before and will do so once agai n,
9 | but with the power of our votes.

10 Today we have two individuals here to

11 | testify in support, Jodi H cks, CEO of Planned
12 | Parent hood Affiliates of California, and

13 | Prof essor Sara Sadhwani, a nenber of the

14 | California Ctizens Redistricting Comm ssion.

15 M5. HI CKS: Thank you. Thank you, Chair
16 | and Menbers.

17 And | am Jodi Hicks with Planned

18 | Parent hood Affiliates of California, representing
19 | all seven affiliates and over 100 health centers
20 | throughout the state, in strong support of this
21 | measure.
22 | think this Commttee has heard a | ot
23 | about the inportance of the Conm ssion.
24 | California is a nodel.
25 | am here to tal k about the inpact of
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what's happening in California on the ground.

"' mrepresenting Planned Parenthood. | can talk
about heal thcare. But we've seen what's happened
in our -- with education, with ICE raids that --

| was al so at that press conference where | CE

rai ds were happening on the street, including
arrests.

California is a nodel wth our Conmm ssion.
|'"'mnot here to be an expert. | know there's
other witnesses are. But Californiais also a
nodel when it cones to our values. W are a
nodel with diversity and our val ues around
diversity, around inclusivity. Certainly, as a
state that val ues reproductive freedom that
val ues access to heal t hcare.

This adm nistration and this Congress
continues to put econom c sanctions, policies
t hat di sproportionately inpact California,

di sproportionately inpact our patients, people
goi ng to school, people trying to go to work.
That is a fact.

And when people voted on this independent
Commi ssion, they voted on it without the facts of
what ' s happeni ng today, which is know ng that

t hey have an opportunity in the m dterm el ections
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to respond to what just happened with al nost a
mllion patients in Planned Parent hood al one t hat
just got defunded trying to close down health
centers throughout the State of California.

| heard a speaker earlier say, if only
Texas could learn fromCalifornia. |f only Texas
could learn fromCalifornia. You can see the
data on what's happening with their healthcare
there in that state. Wnen have died. Wnen
have di ed.

And those policies are now being inported
into a state like California without an ability
to fight back because they're rigging the
el ections right now and trying to change the
rul es.

And so, yes, California is a nodel, and
we're also a nodel in fighting back and standing
up for Californians when we have to. And that's
what this nmeasure does.

| inplore you to vote yes and do what we
have to do so that California does not becone a
state |i ke Texas. So that we all stand up for
the values that we all know is inportant, that we
all know, that all of California agrees upon

every single tine they go to the ball ot box.
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1| Every single tine they've had an opportunity to

2 | fight back and to vote on protecting reproductive
3 | freedom they have done that in droves.

4 And this neasure will go to the voters.

5| Again, different than what's happening in Texas.
6| And | inplore you to vote yes. Thank you.

7 VICE CHAIR CHO : Thank you.

8 Next witness. You have three m nutes.

9 M5. SADHWANI :  Thank you so nmuch. There
10 | we go.

11 Again, ny nane is Sara Sadhwani. |'ma
12 | professor of political science. And as

13 | Commi ssioner on the California G tizens

14 | Redistricting Commission, |I'mso overjoyed to

15 | hear all of the support for the independent

16 | redistricting process. | didn't always hear that
17 | l evel of support while the process was noving

18 | forward. So it's really warm ng ny heart to hear
19 | broad support. And | hope that that continues as
20 || see that it does continue in this neasure being
21 | noved forward today.
22 Serving on the Comm ssion was one of the
23 | highlights of nmy career thus far. | worked wth
24 | some of the finest Californians comng from all
25 | different walks of |ife. Five independent,
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1 |five -- excuse ne, five Denocrats, five

2 | Republicans and four independents, we cane

3 | together. W worked collaboratively. W

4 | received nearly 40,000 pieces of conmunity

5 |testinony. W agreed to disagree in many parts
6 | of the state, as you no doubt have seen in the

7 | maps that we have here in California.

8 But at the end of the day, we did what

9 | mny politicians have not often been able to do,
10 | we passed our naps unani nously on a very diverse
11 | body of individuals. And I couldn't be nore

12 | proud of that.

13 We have received zero | awsuits agai nst our
14 | maps. This is the kind of redistricting that we
15 | need to have nati onw de.

16 It brings me no joy to see these maps

17 | being tossed aside. As | spoke earlier in ny

18 | testinony, | have very real concerns about the
19 | state of our national denocracy.

20 | think in nmy prior comments | talked

21 | about our Federalist system But | think Senator
22 | Unberg's comments, of course, around checks and
23 | bal ances within the branches of governnent is

24 | absolutely direct and to the point. And |

25 | certainly agree with that as well.
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That we have seen Republicans in Congress
fail to stand up to the executive overreaches of
power. We have seen the use of political
vi ol ence and the encouragenent of political
vi ol ence. W' ve nost certainly seen intimdation
tactics and the deploynent of the National Guard
turning many of our cities across this nation
i nto police states.

These are not actions that are consistent
wWith a strong denocracy. Quite the opposite.
They are actions that reflect a denobcracy in
peril. And so it's for this reason that | do
feel like California needs to stand up in these
times. W need to take strong, bold and conci sive
action to be the check on Executive power because
we're not seeing it anywhere el se.

"Il eave nmy coments there. Happy to
t ake questions. Thank you so nuch for having ne
her e today.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. No other support
W t nesses.

| would |ike to ask the public in support
of the neasure, you can cone up and state your

nanme and just your position. Support or oppose.

M5. FLOCKS: M. Vice Chair, Menbers, Sara
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FIl ocks, California Federation of Labor Unions, in
strong support. Thank you.

M5. HEI DELBACH: Good norning. Kristin
Hei del bach, here on behal f of UFCW Western States
Council, in strong support.

M5. HI NES- SHAI KH:  Honorabl e Chair and
Menbers, Any Hi nes- Shai kh with UDW AFSCME Local
3930 and UNI TE HERE! Local 11 in strong support.
Thank you.

M5. MOK: Honorable Chair and Menber,
Tiffany Mok in support of the bill on behal f of
CFT, a union of educators and classified
prof essionals, and al so addi ng a support for the
California Teachers Association. Thank you.

M5. GONZALEZ: Hello. Cenesis Gonzal ez on
behal f of Lieutenant Governor, El eni Kounal akis,

I n support. Thank you.

MR. BRENNAND: M. Chair and Menbers,
Terry Brennand on behalf of SEIU California, in
strong support of this and the entire
redi stricting package. Thank you.

MR. SCHOCRL: Hi, Chair and Menbers.
Dani el Schoorl on behal f of SEIU Local 1000 state
wor kers, in strong support. Thank you.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay.
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1 M5. NITELSEN: H . Julie N elsen with the
2 | National Union of Healthcare Wirkers, in support.
3 VICE CHAIR CHO : Anynore?

4 kay. Then we'll nobve on to opposition

5| min wtnesses. Each person will have three

6 | mnutes. No, no.

7 Ms. Robi nson, would you like to say in

8 | opposition?

9 M5. ROBINSON: | think that our position as
10 | former conmm ssioners stands clear. W hope that,
11 |if this noves forward, that you, as our
12 | representatives, wll put nore transparency and
13 | public participation safeguards in place, even in
14 | light of the extraordinary circunstances that we
15 | all agree nust be addressed.

16 VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay.

17 Any other? Any other in the public in
18 | opposition? You can cone forward and state your
19 | nane and state your position.

20 Ckay. | don't see anyone.

21 Then | wll bring back to our Menbers on
22 | the dais. You can ask any questi ons.

23 No? Ckay.

24 Senat or Unber g.

25 SENATOR UMBERG  Thank you. Thank you,
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1| M. Chair.

2 And t hank you, Ms. Robinson. | know
3|lyou'reinadfficult position here, in essence
4 | asking us to vote no on what we believe, at |east
511 believe, is a response to what the President is
6 | doi ng around the country.

7 | think that Senator Linon asked the

8 | critical question here. The critical question

9 |is, what conditions exist -- what conditions

10 | exi st where we stand up and we do sonet hi ng t hat
11 | is extraordinary? And this is extraordinary. |
12 | think this is incredibly extraordinary.

13 | 20 years ago had ny own when Gover nor
14 | Schwar zenegger proposed a redistricting

15 | comm ssion that was conprised of retired judges,
16 | who volunteered for a year, which | thought was
17 | rather a skewed universe of those who shoul d be
18 | the decision-nmakers. | had ny own proposal,

19 | which was rejected both by ny caucus, as well as
20 | by the Governor.
21 And so | ama strong proponent of exactly
22 | what we're doing here. |'ma strong proponent of
23 | citizens com ng forward who have the sane
24 | commitnent to public service that you have to
25 | serve in this fairly thankl ess job.
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And the conditions that exist, | think,
are only those where there are nassed federal
agents picking up citizens or those who have not
commtted any crine and incarcerating them |
t hi nk those conditions exist when this
adm ni stration has targeted our children here in
California. Targeted themto reduce their
heal thcare. Targeted themto, in essence, reduce
after-school care, even their 9:00-to-5:00
education. Targeted our institutions here in
California to -- inny view, to dimnish if not
destroy us as a state.

So when those conditions exist that we
have to within -- again, within the bounds of the
| aw, we have to respond. And this is an
extraordi nary response, but this is a response
that we hope will dissuade other states from
novi ng forward.

W woul dn't be in this position if other
states, we wouldn't be in this position if the
President of the United States wasn't using his
extraordi nary power and influence, which seens to
be plenary, to change the dynamc.

And so | appreciate your testinony. |

appreci ate the awkward position you're in. But
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1 | these conditions have been net, at |east for ne.
2 | So thank you, M. Chair.

3 VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. Thank you.

4 Any ot her?

5 kay. Seeing none, let nme just ask a few
6 | questions and make sone conments.

7 "' m so di sappointed. Wy? Presenter and
8 | also Commttee Menbers and the w tnesses, we are
9 | making this Commttee neeting as a forumfor

10 | attacking federal governnent and the President

11 | and ot her states' action.

12 We shoul d be focusing on our matter, what
13 | is good for our state. W should adm nister and
14 | oppose any actions that we don't -- we don't

15 | believe that is the right action, then we shoul d
16 | oppose.

17 And | et ne ask anyone, author or

18 | wi t nesses, o0opposing W tnesses, support w tnesses,
19 | does anyone can answer if political
20 | gerrymanderi ng good or bad? |Is it good or bad?
21 M5. ROBINSON:. | nmean, | think it depends
22 | whose interests you are advancing as a citizen.
23 | I'"'mnot an elected official, so nmy answer to that
24 | mght be different than yours.
25 As a voter, as a citizen, | want to pick
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1| ny representatives. | do not want ny

2 | representatives to pick ne. And the partisan

3 | gerrymandering and the perpetuation of it

4 | continues to get us into a race to the bottom

5| that we've seen over recent years, and that wl|
6 | only continue with the route that we are going.

7 | Which is why the voters have a different nodel.

8 VICE CHAIR CHO : Your sense it has a

9 | connotation of a negative connotation? Nobody

10 | likes to hear the election was a rigged because
11 | of the gerrymandering and the political

12 | gerrymandering by nmajority party, or whoever the
13 | party in power.

14 They want to draw to their own advant age,
15 | and that's the reason nobody wants to have t hat
16 | kind of gerrymandering to take place. That's the
17 | reason we el ected to have our | ndependent

18 | Redi stricting Comm ssi on.

19 And whet her we support or not, that is our
20 | system we have set up, and was so glad to hear

21 | that the 2020 redistricting was unani nously vot ed
22 | by bipartisan way. | nean, that is a denocracy.
23 So ny understanding of this very map

24 | drawi ng was done -- okay. Let ne ask that

25 | question. Wio did that drawi ng of the map
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1 | supposedly on the website? Does anybody know?

2 CHAI R CERVANTES: This bill does not

3 | pertain to the map. This is the calling of the

4 | el ection.

5 VICECHAIR CHO: | knowthis is -- but

6 | just like you are saying, this is gernane to the
7 | SB 280. But everybody went outside attacking the
8 | present adm nistration, President and the current
9 |admnistration. So that is very well related, so
10 [ that's the reason |'m asking that question.

11 So this bill, SB 280, is admnistering to
12 | allow that ACA to be on the ball ot neasure and

13 | properly that this bill will pass, and then

14 | allow ng State Secretary to execute the el ection.
15| So that's the whol e process we are doing. But

16 | there's a |lot of things rel ated.

17 And |l et ne ask a specific other question.
18 | How much tinme do counties normally have to

19 | prepare for an election, and how does the
20 [ tinmeline proposed for this election conpare? |
21 |would like to address that to the author.
22 CHAI R CERVANTES: There are many statutory
23 | changes that you can find in the Commttee
24 | anal ysis that address what we needed to nake
25 | happen based off of the conversations with the

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 90
415.834.1114



Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL  Document 240-7 Filed 03/27/26  Page 91 of 157

© 00 N oo o A~ wWw DN P

N DN N N NMNMDN P P P P P P P PP PP
a A~ W N BB O © 00 N O 0o~ W N - O

Page ID #:21720

Secretary of State and those are all outlined in
pages 3 through 7.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay.

Next question. So we are reducing the
time the voters have to deci de whether they want
to anend to do this.

s there concern that you are depriving
the voters of adequate tine to educate thensel ves
on their major constitutional issues?

CHAI R CERVANTES: Again, the bill before
us today is nmaking sure we nake the statutory
changes to call for a special election on
Novenber 4th, and to ensure that there is a June
primary.

VICE CHAIR CHO : GCkay. Now, wll the
maps be on the actually -- wll be physically on
t he bal | ot?

CHAI R CERVANTES: Again, that is a
question you can ask the rel evant author of the
next itemon file.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Because if that is not
visibly physically available for all those who
will be voting on and if you refer to online,
there are so many people who woul d not have any

online access, no w-fi. And that's what | hear,
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1 |that in renpte areas, countryside, rural areas

2 |wll not have access to internet.

3 So how are we going to conpensate that --
4 | the Iack of know edge people will be asked to

5 | vote on?

6 CHAI R CERVANTES: Again, there has been a
7 | public portal for voters to |ook at for a nunber
8 | of days now. They'll have several nonths, two-

9 | and-a-half nonths before the election to take a
10 | very thorough review on what they will nake a

11 | deci sion on on Novenber 4th.

12 VICE CHAIR CHO : The election portal that
13 || nmentioned, that not everybody -- | hear nany,
14 | many tinmes that the --

15 CHAI R CERVANTES: Vice Chair, there wll
16 | al so be a voter guide that goes out to every

17 | single voter in the state.

18 VICE CHAIR CHO: WII that the voter

19 | guide have all the nmaps and the entire district,
20 | congressional district, 52 maps wll be on the
21 | ball ot voter guide?
22 CHAI R CERVANTES: The voter guide w |
23 | have all the information as it pertains to the
24 | el ection.
25 VICE CHAIR CHO: No. |I'masking the
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maps.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Again, the voter guide
wi Il have all the information as it pertains to
the election so a voter can nake a very thorough
deci si on Novenber 4t h.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Educat ed deci si on on
Novenber 4t h.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. Now --

CHAI R CERVANTES: It will have the
detailed information on the maps that we are
di scussing and what will be up for discussion on
the next file item

VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. Let ne ask next
question. The special election is estimated to
cost the taxpayers upward of quarter billion
dollars. Wth the state facing $12 billion
deficit, there is noney -- where is the noney
going to cone fromto pay for this?

CHAI R CERVANTES: The election is going to
cost as nuch as a new ballroomthat Trunp is
proposing in the White House. That is
$200 mllion, approximately, that will be given
to the Secretary of State and the county

registrars to adm nister the el ection.
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1 VICECHAIR CHO: So that is a good idea
2 |in the m d-decade special election when we face
3 |that kind of $12 billion in the General Fund,

4 | quarter billion dollars will be spent for this,
5|to nme, unnecessary election?

6 CHAI R CERVANTES: Again, $200 mllion we
7 | believe is a drop in the bucket in conparison to
8 | the federal funding that we woul d get back that
9 |we are losing today; 5 to $10 billion in federal
10 | funding that we are losing in California.

11 VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. And there will be
12 | quarter billion dollars -- to ny data that | got
13 | was $250 million. That's a quarter billion

14 | dollar, B -- with a B, billion dollar deficit,
15 | t he expenses.

16 But if that quarter billion dollars wll
17 | cone from General Fund, that's what -- GCeneral
18 | Fund | read the cost will cone from Wen we

19 | unexpectedly use that anount of |arge suns of
20 | noney, what prograns do you plan to cut down that
21 | originally planned for?
22 CHAI R CERVANTES: Again, this bill is
23 | addressing the call of the election, the
24 | statutory changes that need to be nmade in order
25 | to have the election on Novenber 4th and the
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funding for that election.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. | think we need
to address all that preparations with the
unexpected expenditure. Wat can we inpact in
General Fund exercising and how that will inpact
the state operations to ne.

My | ast question is that, as you m ght
have seen sone polls, this redistricting idea is
very unpopul ar. There's no guarantee just
because you place it on the ballot nmeasure it
w || pass.

To ny -- sone data that | heard was about
68 percent of people oppose it. And that this
franchi se Denocratic party, ruling party, are
forcing this.

Just as in the beginning | asked how you
view as political gerrymandering is a good idea,
bad i dea. General connotation | nentioned that
the general people don't |ike that kind of idea.

So when you place that in the general
el ection, there's a special election, there's no
guarantee it wll pass. There may be a
retaliatory reaction that -- are you prepared,
the Denocrats, to accept that? You may | ose nore

seats instead of gaining. You need to think
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about it.

kay. | wll stop here and you may cl ose
your statenent.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Thank you, M. Chair.

| do want to nmake a clarifying statenent
that there will be visual depictions of the maps
created by AB 604 and wll be on the voter guide.

In ny closing, the bill before you today,
SB 280, this is a response, a direct response to
Trunp's election rigging schene, and this is an
energency for our denocracy.

This bill today holds an election to give
California voters a voice, to give California
voters a voi ce that Texas Republicans are denyi ng
Texans.

Let's let California voters have a say at
the ballot box. And SB 280 will call for the
el ection and the adm nistration of that el ection.
And | respectfully ask for an aye vote.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. As far as | know,
that is not the vote today. That is --

CHAIR CERVANTES: | will ask for your
support as it gets out --

VICE CHAIR CHO : Yeah.

CHAI R CERVANTES: -- and onto the floor,
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respectfully.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Yeah. So far two bills
we heard was for hearing purposes only. Next
bill is going to be what the voted on after
hearing, so that is AB 604.

Are you going to present that 604 or
sonebody el se?

UNI DENTI FI ABLE SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e.)

VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. Chair wll take
over now.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Thank you. We will now
adjourn the informational hearing and we wl|l
nove on to the next file item AB 604.

Committee Secretary, if we could establish
a quorum please call the roll.

COW TTEE SECRETARY: Senator Cervantes?

CHAI R CERVANTES: Here.

COW TTEE SECRETARY: Cervantes here.

Choi ?

VICE CHAIR CHO : Here.

COW TTEE SECRETARY: Choi here.

Al |l en?

SENATOR ALLEN: Here.

COW TTEE SECRETARY: Allen here.

Li nron?
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SENATOR LI MON:  Here.

COW TTEE SECRETARY: Linon here.

Unber g?

SENATOR UMBERG.  Here.

COWM TTEE SECRETARY: Unberg here.

CHAI R CERVANTES: The Secretary notes a
quorum has been establ i shed.

We have Assenbly Menber Aguiar-Curry, our
Majority Leader, here with us, as well as Senator
Gonzal ez, our Majority Leader in the Senate.

You nmay begin.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER AGUI AR- CURRY: Good
norni ng. Thank you for having us. Thank you,
Madam Chair and Senators.

Let's not dance around the issue here. |If
California Denocrats had our way, the mdterns
woul d continue as they are, wth a nmap drawn by
the state's independent California Ctizens
Redi stricting Conm ssion. But that's not good
enough for this President or the Republicans
followi ng his commands in Texas and D. C

We weren't planning on redistricting until
they nade attenpts to rig the 2026 el ecti on by
stacking the deck in other states. W did not

start this, but we won't roll over.
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1 This bill lays out the new Congressional
2 | districts only if voters pass ACA 8. If voters

3 | approve the new map, the | ndependent

4 | Redistricting Commission will continue its

5| mssion after the 2030 census.

6 If California voters approve the plan, the
7 | tenporary maps only happen if D.C. Republicans

8 | and the Republican-led states push through m d-

9 | decade partisan maps first.

10 Unli ke Texas, which is forcing maps on

11 | their voters, we are asking ours for an approval.
12 | There is nothing nore Denocratic than letting the
13 | California voters deci de.

14 Unli ke the map proposed in Texas, the map
15 |in AB 604 respects California's constitutional

16 | requirenent for maintaining conmunities of

17 | interest. Wth this bill, there is |ess breakup
18 | of our local jurisdictions.

19 Wth this bill, we seek the public's
20 | input. The voters w il decide.
21 So if our Republican colleagues in
22 | California want to stop this, they don't need us
23 |to do it. They can convince their Republican
24 | coll eagues in Texas and D.C. to stop trying to
25 | rig the 2026 el ections and these shenani gans.
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And they can ask Congressional Republicans
to pass the Republican proposal to nake mdterm
redistricting illegal. To finally create a
system where every state uses a fair, independent
districting system

Agai n, colleagues, their choice is to
stand down or support a fair systemin every
state. That's how this ends.

Until the President and his followers stop
trying torig elections, we won't and can't sit
on our hands. What happens next year is up to
the President, it's up to the nati onal
Republicans and it's up to California voters.

So with ne today to testify is Senate
Majority Leader Lena Gonzal ez. And speaking in
support with ne today will be Terry Brennand from
SEIU and TomWIIlis wth O son Rento to answer
techni cal questions. Thank you.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you, Madam Chair
and Menbers. As has been nentioned by Assenbly
Majority Leader, |I'mhere in partnership with her
to AB 604. It represents a reasonable and
rati onal response to the anti-denocratic actions
of the federal adm nistration.

As has been nentioned, Californians and
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all Anmericans are facing the endl ess cycle of
worry under this reckless federal adm nistration.
Fam | i es have been separated. | nmm grant
communities have been literally traumatized.

SNAP benefits for famlies taken away. Medicare
at -- over nearly 4 mllion Californians wll be
potentially kicked off of Medicare. K through 12
fundi ng has been threatened. One billion dollars
away fromthe UC system The |list goes on and on
and on.

So if we're asking about urgency, that is
the urgency as to why we need to do this and nove
this today.

And unli ke in Texas, where Republican
| egislators are literally on a | ockdown and the
Governor is noving unilaterally on an
undenocratic and partisan effort, here in
California, we want to ensure, as has been
nmenti oned by the Assenbly Majority Leader, that
California voters have the final word at the
bal | ot box.

And |' m beyond saddened to see what is
happeni ng, as many of you have. And whet her
you' re Republican or Denocrat, you should be

saddened to see Texas |egislators that are being
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| ocked -- you know, essentially |ocked up and
bei ng asked for a requirenent to be foll owed by
| aw enforcenment to basically dismantle their
communities and disrupt the Voting Ri ghts Act.

This is how we fight back in California,
t hough. W want to protect our denocracy. And
agai n, regardl ess of where you live, regardless
of what party affiliation you pledge allegi ance
to, we want to restore denocracy.

Here to testify in support of the bill, we
have Tom WIlis, an attorney at O son Rento, and
of course Terry Brennand with SEI U.

And I'mvery proud to stand al ongsi de ny
col | eagues here today.

CHAI R CERVANTES: You may proceed. You
have three m nutes.

MR. BRENNAND: Madam Chair and Senators,
Terry Brennand on behal f of Service Enpl oyees
I nternational Union, California.

SEIU Locals in California are made up of
workers in the frontline, central roles across
the state, including nurses, healthcare workers,
janitors, social workers, security officers, in-
honme caregivers, school and university enpl oyees,

court workers, airport workers, city, county,
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state enpl oyees, all of whomare a target of this
adm ni stration, the federal governnent.

On behal f of the nore than 750, 000 workers
and 17 | ocal unions, we're in strong support of
this bill and the entire redistricting package.

It represents a sensible and, in fact,
potentially the only path for California to fight
back against Trunp's attenpts to steal the next
el ecti on.

As has been stated already, the bill only
goes into effect if Trunp and MAGA conti nue
Wth -- are successful with their efforts in
redistricting in other states. It wll not
happen i f those are ended.

Whil e SEI U woul dn't have chosen this path
had the other states not acted to redistrict in
the mdterm W are proud that California is
responding. This isn't -- we are not just going
to sit here and | et Texas and Trunp mani pul ate
our denocracy.

Unli ke Texas, which obliterated their
current congressional district in drafting their
maps, California reinforces their commtnent to
our denocracy and the vote for every California.

The maps proposed in Assenbly Bill 604
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bui l d upon the work of the Redistricting
Commi ssion and keep the majority of districts
established by the Comm ssion intact.

The plan you will get to vote on and the
voters will get to vote on in Novenber was
created using the traditional redistricting
criteria consistent with the State Conm ssion
criteria and the Fair Maps Act, but with the
additional criteria of inproving partisan gains
I n response to the Texas and ot her states
conducting m d-decade redistricting.

Usi ng objective netrics, the districts
mai ntain and even in sone cases inprove district
conpact ness conpared to the existing Conm ssion
maps. For people who are concerned about
splitting up cities, it should be noted that the
AB 604 maps split fewer cities than the
Comm ssi on maps.

In contrast, Texan Republicans nmaxim ze
their gains. They split 142 cities, nore than
doubl e the nunber of cities conpared to in the
California map.

Not only does the California redistricting
pl an better represent the people of California,

but the California plan | eaves nine districts
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unt ouched, 20 districts with fewer than

10 percent of the residents inpacted. This is in
great contrast to Texas, which redrew all but one
of their districts.

SElI U nenbers and our comrunities have
wor ked too hard to protect and strengthen
denocracy to stand by while President Trunp
attenpts to silence our voice. W're ready to
nove forward, and stand by our authors of the
entire redistricting package, |egislative
| eaders, our Governor, and together we want to
take this fight to Californians because they
deserve to fight back if the Texas trigger is
pul | ed.

Californians will get a chance to vote on
our future, and every Anerican's voice and their
vote wll be at stake. For these reasons, we ask
you to vote aye on AB 604 and the entire
redi stricting package.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Pl ease proceed.

MR WLLIS: Good norning. TomWIIlis
with O son Rentho, and |I've been involved in
redistricting efforts for several decades now. |

just have a couple of points that other speakers
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have rai sed.

The i nportance of AB 604 is that the
voters get to decide. These maps wll be before
the voters for 74 days if the election is called
on Novenber 4th. And the maps will be w dely
di ssem nated publicly.

And as sone speakers have al ready
mentioned, the SB 280 bill specifically requires
t he voter panphlet to contain information about
t hese maps.

So whereas in Texas it was a partisan
redistricting that was not public, this is going
to be a very public process, with the voters
deciding ultimately, and the voters having these
maps before them for 74 days.

Thank you. |'m happy to answer any
techni cal questions you may have.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Thank you.

W will now bring up -- if we could have
fol ks state their position, step up to the
m cr ophone support wi tnesses. Nanme, affiliation,

posi tion.

MS. GONZALEZ: Hel | o. Genesis Gonzal ez on

behal f of Lieutenant Governor Eleni Kunal akis in

support. Thank you.
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M5. PONTUS:. Angela Pontus on behal f of
Pl anned Par ent hood Affiliates of California in
support.

MS. HEI DELBACH: Kri sten Hei del bach on
behal f of UFCW Western States Council in strong
support.

M5. FLOCKS: Sarah Flocks, California
Federati on of Labor Unions, in strong support.

M5. HI NES- SHAI KH:  Honorabl e Chair and
Menbers, Any Hi nes- Shai kh with UDW AFSCVE Local
3930 and UNI TE HERE! Local 11 in strong support.
Thank you.

MR. SCHOORL: Chair and Menbers, Dani el
Schoor| on behalf of SEIU Local 1000 State
Workers in strong support. Thank you.

M5. NIELSEN: Julie N elsen on behal f of
t he National Union of Healthcare Wrkers in
support. Thank you.

M5. MOXK: Honorable chair and Menbers,
Ti ffany Mok on behalf of CFT, a union of
educators and cl assified professionals, and al so
on behalf of CTA in support. Thank you.

CHAI R CERVANTES: We will now nove on to
our |lead wtnesses in opposition.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER AGUI AR- CURRY:  (Good.
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CHAI R CERVANTES: Gkay. Well, then why
don't we ask for any other additional w tnesses
I n opposition in the hearing roomor outside the
hearing room

SENATOR GONZALEZ: | know. Ckay. W
scared him Well, there's 235 pages.

CHAI R CERVANTES: (kay, seeing none, let's
bring this back to the Commttee Menbers for any
guestions, comments.

Vi ce Chair Choi.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. That's all
connected to previous hearing itens. This AB 604
Is actually to inplenment how the election wll
t ake pl ace.

So let nme ask follow ng questions to the
author. What was the Legislature's process for
draw ng maps? Can you expl ai n?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER AGUI AR- CURRY: We're in
the process right now of drawing the map. So we
have exanples that are out there right now, and
we just got the information out to everyone
yesterday. And so we have 74 days to follow up.

VICE CHAIR CHO : | understand that these
anmendnents that we voted on on the floor

yesterday -- | dare to try to understand this. |

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 108
415.834.1114



Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL  Document 240-7  Filed 03/27/26  Page 109 of 157

© 00 N oo o A~ wWw DN P

N DN N N NMNMDN P P P P P P P PP PP
a A~ W N BB O © 00 N O 0o~ W N - O

Page ID #:21738

took them but these are all thousands of
t housands of precincts and nunbers.

VWhich one wll be drawn into certain
precincts that will be drawn into the map with
this kind of information? | cannot understand
how this -- who decided all these precincts would
be in there? Ws there any legislators involved?

So if you can specify who exactly was
I nvol ved making the anmendnents for this current
district maps to the anended bills that we have
vot ed on yesterday.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes, we will certainly
turn it over to our wtnesses. But these naps,
just to be clear, as has been reiterated by the
former author and the other authors, is that
t hese maps are avail abl e onli ne.

So even though there's 235 pages of census
tracts and precincts, these nmaps have been
avai |l abl e both on the Assenbly website, as well
as the Senate website wll be available. There
will be alink in the sanple ballot once fol ks
are able in California to vote on this and have
nore information on what their exact nei ghborhood
| ooks |1 ke.

But | wll also kick it to our wtnesses
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to tal k about how the maps were devel oped. And
obvi ously respecting what we do here in
California is we respect the Voting R ghts Act.

And we also, I will say, as has been
mentioned by one of our wtnesses, the maps are
really an adjustnment of the existing Ctizens
Redi stricting Comm ssion drawn maps. About 10 of
them are not touched at all. Another 12 have
| ess than 5 percent change. And over -- about
80 percent of themw |l -- of people in
California will actually have their sane
congressional district.

The map changes -- the maps change
58 percent of districts by less than 20 percent,
and 37 percent by less than 10 percent. So
wanted to give that data to you.

This is not a dramatic overhaul. These
are, you know, a bit of changes, but very nuch
respecting the good work of the Redistricting
Commi ttee.

Wth that, | wll kick it to our wtnesses
for additional comments.

CHAI R CERVANTES: And before | turn to our
W tnesses, | do want to state that there is a

| egal description of the maps on our Conmttee

depos@scanlanstone.com Page 110
415.834.1114



Case 2:25-cv-10616-JLS-WLH-KKL  Document 240-7  Filed 03/27/26  Page 111 of 157

© 00 N oo o A~ wWw DN P

N DN N N NMNMDN P P P P P P P PP PP
a A~ W N BB O © 00 N O 0o~ W N - O

Page ID #:21740

website.

But I will turnto M. WIIis.

MR WLLIS: Sure. Thank you.

Yeah, these obviously are a | ong set of
census bl ocks, but those do end up being in
I nteractive maps that anyone, anyone in the
public can review and | ook up their address and
see where they are.

And that will be, again, public
information that I1'msure wll be discussed
wi dely throughout the state for the next 78, 74
days.

So while AB 604 is a long list of census
bl ocks, both that raw information is avail abl e,
but al so the maps thensel ves, which are so
I nportant to the public, are avail abl e.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Ckay. Then, with that,
do you agree that we have not had as nany
hearings as were held by the GCtizen Districting
Conmmi ssi on?

MR WLLIS: Well, | would say that the
Ctizens Redistricting Comm ssion, as |
understand it, their final map is only shown -- |
mean, obviously we are supportive of the CRC and

the Redistricting Conm ssion and what they did
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historically. But ultimately, their final map is
only publicly available for 14 days, and this map
wi Il be publicly available for 74 days.

So, again, this is a map that the voters
w || be asked to review and approve, not the
Legi sl ature, not the CRC. It's the voters that
wi Il have the right to | ook at this map and
deci de for thensel ves.

VICE CHAIR CHO : But you do agree that we
have not foll owed the sane requirenents in
draw ng the lines as the Redistricting Comm ssion
was required to under the California
Constitution?

In other words, we had |ots of inputs from
the public before the line was proposed, but this
one is already drawn with very limted data.

MR WLLIS: WlIl, again, voters will have
70 -- they will have a long period of tine to
review those very, very carefully and determ ne
how i nportant that is.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Election processes are
not adjusting the district. Ei ther you vote or
either give the blessing or not. That's about
what the voters wll have a choice.

' mtal ki ng about the process, how this
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proposed nmap was presented.

MR WLLIS: Well, | think sone of the --
| think sone of the speakers have al ready spoken
to that issue, which is that the map that you are
seeing today is in |arge part based on the good
work fromthe congressional redistricting. |
mean, fromthe Redistricting Comm ssion itself.

And if | -- | don't have the exact figure,
but | think it's about 75, 76 percent of the
popul ati on has not been noved to different
districts. So, in other words, the bones and the
architecture of what the Comm ssion itself didis
really the fundanental basis for this map.

VICE CHAIR CHO: So that really leads to
next question. California's popul ation has
significantly changed, even though you are
stating that not nuch does here since the 2020
census.

What i s the denographic data on which the
Legislature -- this particular map proposal was
relying to draw the final maps that you have
pl aced on the web?

MR WLLIS: The sane data as the
Redi stricting Conmm ssi on.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Redistricting, you know,
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that was the 2020 data?

MR WLLIS: R ght. But that's what Texas
I s doing, too. Everyone has to rely on the 2020
Census.

VICE CHAIR CHO : So you did not use any
nore nodi fied popul ation shift or (inaudible)?

MR WLLIS: No. It's the exact sane data
as the Redistricting Comm ssion.

VICE CHAIR CHO: | see. Then who were
the main architect of this bill? Wwo got engaged
in this proposed bill?

MR WLLIS: Well, | can't speak for
everyone. M understanding is that it was
publicly submtted, and then the Legislature
reviewed it carefully and nade sure it was
| egally conpliant, and that's what we have today.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Was there any outside of
the Legislature? Did you consult for input on
this |ines should be drawn?

MR WLLIS Well, like | said, | think a
version of this pap was publicly submtted to the
Legi slature first. So to that extent, yes, there
was.

VICE CHAIR CHO : CQutside?

MR WLLIS: Yes.
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VICE CHAIR CHO : \Who were they?

MR WLLIS: | can't speak to that.
VICE CHAIR CHO : Wy not?
MR WLLIS: | wasn't part of that

process.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Does anybody know that ?

Also, a | ot of union Menbers a while ago
testified in support of that.

W11l the union representatives play any
role in this drawing |ines?

MR WLLIS: Again, | --

MR. BRENNAND: |'m happy to answer that.
There was nobody from ny uni on or anybody el se
who drafted the lines here or presented themto
the Legi sl ature.

VICE CHAIR CHO: GCkay. D d you hold any
public hearings to allow broad public input
before the |ine was drawn?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Again, with respect,
Senat or Choi, you know, this is 80 -- nearly
80 percent of these maps are based on the 2020
data fromthe Redistricting Commttee, so that
has been absolutely respected. And so, you know,
there's no other additional sort of work being

done. This is 80 percent here fromthe Ctizens
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Redi stricting Conm ttee.

Again, I'mgoing to reiterate to you, the
maps change about 58 percent of districts by |ess
than 20 percent, 37 percent by |less than
10 percent. Eight districts will be identical to
the lines drawn by the Citizens Redistricting
Comm ssion. Twenty-one districts are exactly the
| deal district size, the sanme nunber as the
Ctizens Redistricting Comm ssion.

So |l would say a lot of the effort had
al ready been done in 2020. W're aligning with
the Texas Legi slature doing the sane exact thing.
This is a reaction to essentially what we've been
saying is a big statenent of saving our denocracy
her e.

So we -- you know, we just want to nmake
sure that you're very clear here that this is,
again, going to be aligned with the work of the
Comm ssion and going to be in print for 75, 78
days. Residents will have the ability to | ook at
the informati on when they're voting. There wll
be a link in the sanple ballot.

There's currently two on the Assenbly and
the Senate side, two platforns that voters now

can take a | ook at and check out the map. So
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there's lots of opportunity, and as nentioned by
M. WIIlis, even nore tine, | would say seven
tinmes the nore tine, for the ability for
California voters to | ook at the nmap.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER AGUI AR- CURRY: So as we
said before is that these maps were constructed
considering all of the work done by the Ctizens
Commi ssion, all of the public testinony, all of
the requirenents in the Constitution based on the
2020 census.

CHAIR CERVANTES: If | may ask ot her
Comm ttee Menbers --

VICE CHAIR CHO : Yeah, | have --

CHAI R CERVANTES: -- give themthe
opportunity --

VICE CHAIR CHO : a couple of -- let ne
finish up on ny side.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: And as you know, the
Redi stricting Commttee is a bipartisan effort.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Yeah.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Not Republi can,
Denocratic, no party preference Menbers who sit
on the Commi ssion as well.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Cbviously, the final map

was proposed and the architect of the -- is the
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majority ruling party.
Before the | egislators were reveal ed
yest erday, what anendnents, what the |lines were
drawn, who el se has seen this, agreeable on your
side the map has seen? Who has seen those naps
before it was presented to the Legi sl ature?
SENATOR GONZALEZ: Again, this was put
on -- put forward by -- you know, by the -- based
on the Redistricting Conm ssion, and agai n put
out to the public. And so the -- each of the
chairs of the Election Commttee (inaudible).
VICE CHAIR CHO: So are you saying the
Redi stricting Conm ssion was involved in this?
CHAIR CERVANTES: If | may, Dr. Choi. So
we are respecting the work of the CRC and so we
are buil ding upon the Conm ssion's work, as was
stated by M. WIlis, using the input that has
been recorded by them wusing their process,
i ncl udi ng informati on about communities of
I nterest. Have gone through nuch of the
testinmony. Over 76 percent of the maps, the
people end up in the sane district, as was
menti oned by the author.
VICE CHAIR CHO : Yeah. My essence of the

question was that the finalized agreed-upon map,
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who has --

CHAI R CERVANTES: That will be to the
voters approval.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Yeah. Who has seen
before we did, |egislators have seen yesterday.

UNI DENTI FI ABLE SPEAKER: Yest erday at
8:00 a. m

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes, we've all seen it
the sane tine. And this was put online, again,
on the public platforns, both in the Assenbly and
the Senate. And, again, | will reiterate, you
know California voters will have 75 days or so to
be able to review these nmaps.

VICE CHAIR CHO: Was the --

SENATOR GONZALEZ: It's a very transparent
process opposed to our Texas, you know,

col | eagues.

VICECHAIR CHO: In drawng the lines, so

were there any nongover nnent enpl oyees who got
I nvol ved?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Absolutely not. |
don't know why you would infer that. That's not
true. And this is --

VICE CHAIR CHO: |'mjust asking the

question. So nobody el se outside of the
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gover nnent enpl oyees - -

SENATOR GONZALEZ: This is going to be a
very public process, transparent process here in
California that respects Voting R ghts Acts and
ensures that people have all the information they
need. The California voter nmakes the final
deci sion at the ball ot box.

VICE CHAIR CHO : So yourself, when did
you see this map first yourself? Yesterday?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes. Correct.

So we are putting this forward to the
voter once again. And we wll --

VICE CHAIR CHO: Yeah. | want to see who
were the main architects (inaudible).

CHAI R CERVANTES: Dr. Choi, you've asked
t he sane question over and over.

If we can nove to other Committee Menbers,
give them an opportunity, if they like, to weigh
I n, provide comment.

To any of the -- those who are here,

W tnesses in support, you nay do so at this
nmoment .

SENATOR LI MON:  Thank you.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Senator Li non.

SENATOR LI MON:  Thank you.
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And | just want to go for public record.
Madam Chair, the -- these bills were open to the
public as of Friday --

CHAI R CERVANTES: That is correct.

SENATOR LIMON:  -- on our website?

CHAI R CERVANTES: That is correct.

SENATOR LI MON:  Thank you.

And | wll nove --

CHAI R CERVANTES: The map was open Fri day.

SENATOR LI MON:  The map was open on
Friday. Thank you.

The map was open on Friday. It was on the

website for both the Assenbly and the Senate.

And we have had fol ks cooment on the fact,
| believe thousands of individuals in the state
of California have comented, recognizing that
t hey' ve seen the maps, correct?

UNI DENTI FI ABLE SPEAKER:  Correct.

SENATOR LI MON:  Thank you.

And |'m happy to nove the bill when it is
appropri ate.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Senator All en.

SENATOR ALLEN: Yeah. And I'Ill just
rem nd everybody that these maps will be

avai |l abl e for everyone to see for nonths as they
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make their decision. As you rightly point out,
M. Vice Chair, will be a controversial and
difficult one for the popul ation.

And so unli ke what's happening in other
states where these maps are being drawn, you
know, behind cl osed doors w thout the benefit of
all of the robust input that we used because of
all of the information that had been utilized by
the Comm ssion in the past in the draw ng up of
the 20 -- the 2020 maps that we have for this
cycl e.

W will have an open map available to
everybody to see. And then they'Il ultimtely
make their decision as to whether they want to go
forward with this or not. So it's going to be up
to the voters.

And in that spirit, I'mcertainly very
pl eased to support today.

CHAIR CERVANTES: And | would like to
know, again, there is a hyperlink to the text of
AB 604, as was nentioned in the opening, one or
nore visual depictions of the geographic map or
maps of the congressional districts that were
certified by the Citizens Redistricting
Comm ssion in 2021.
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| also find it very interesting, given
just Dr. Choi, your position on where we're at
today. Because when we were coll eagues in the
Assenbly, | did author a bill to create an
| ndependent Citizens Redistricting Conmission in
my own hone county of Riverside county, and which
you voted against that bill twce and on the
floor, not just in Commttee.

And so, again, we're at a point where this
IS our response, and we're giving it to the
people of California to nake an ultinmate deci sion
on how we nove forward. And there is trigger
| anguage in all of this, as you've heard, as the
public has heard in all these three neasures that
were heard today.

But | want to turn it back over to the
authors and all ow them a nonent to cl ose.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Before you do that, can
| clarify ny question? | think |I was not clear.

My question was that the 2020 California
Redi stricting -- CRC decided the map, but there
was a | ot of process, comunity input, speaker
after speaker. And then after |istening those
I nputs, they finalized the map. But this one,

okay, we have seen only yesterday.
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But who were the architects? Before
draw ng, who decided how to draw that map? That
was ny question.

CHAI R CERVANTES: | would all ow both of
you to close at this nmonent. Thank you.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER AGUI AR- CURRY: W go back
to the I ndependent Redistricting Conm ssion, and
we took their information. The maps were
constructed wth them considering the work done
by them all this public. There was tons of
public testinony, all the requirenents in the
Constitution based on the 2020 census.

| -- can | just say -- yeah. | just want
to make a coment real quick. W didn't pick
this fight or the timng, but our process wll be
the nost transparent in the nation, and we w ||
| et our voters deci de.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: That | will say again,
this Redistricting Conm ssion, we greatly
respect. |t has Republicans and Denocrats, no
party preference, individuals fromacross the
state of California that did the good work back
In 2020. Nearly 76, 77 percent of the nmaps you
see today do respect that work that was done back

in 2020.
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And | would say that, you know, agai n,
what the urgency is for us today is the fact that
we've got billions of dollars that are hangi ng
over our heads to protect our Californians, the
nost vul nerable famlies, inmmgrant comunities,
chi |l dren.

| mean, there's so many itens that the
Trunp admi nistration is dangling over our head in
California targeting us just for being
Cal i forni an.

And so for that, | respectfully ask for an
aye vote on this bill.

CHAI R CERVANTES: Thank you.

The nmeasure has been noved by Senat or
Linron. The notion is do pass to the Conmttee on
Appropri ati on.

Secretary, please call the roll.

COW TTEE SECRETARY: Senator Cervantes?

CHAlI R CERVANTES: Aye.

COW TTEE SECRETARY: Cervantes, aye.

Choi ?

VICE CHAIR CHO : No.

COW TTEE SECRETARY: Choi, no.

Al | en?

SENATOR ALLEN:  Aye.
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COW TTEE SECRETARY:

Li nron?

SENATOR LI MON:

COW TTEE SECRETARY:

Unber g7
SENATOR UMBERG

COW TTEE SECRETARY:

CHAI R CERVANTES:
s out.

Thank you to all
partici pated today.

Al l en, aye.
Aye.
Li non, aye.
Yes.
Unber g, aye.
Four/one, that neasure

t he 1 ndi vi dual s who

If you were not able to testify today,

pl ease submit your comments to the Senate

Commttee on Elections and Constitutional

Amendnent s.

The Senate Elections Commttee isS now

adj our ned.

(Adj ourned.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPCORTER

|, MARY ANN SCANLAN, hereby certify that
| transcribed the California Senate El ections
and Constitutional Amendnents Committee neeting
hel d on August 19, 2025, as conpletely and
correctly to the best of ny ability.

| further state that pages 1 through 127,
I ncl usive, constitute an accurate and conpl ete
transcription of the video recording for the

proceedi ngs specified.

Dat ed: Novenber 1, 2025

Mary Ann Scanl an, CSR
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